	Professional Services
Please briefly define what constitutes professional services.
Generally, professional services are those that require specialized knowledge, training, and expertise, often intellectual. Examples include attorneys, CPAs, and marketing firms, which are classified as professional services and typically have a blocked MCC. These services are usually linked to specific projects or unique needs, not part of routine operations. A contract is usually required for professional services to specify the scope of work and deliverables.
1. May the purchasing card be used for services that do not have a blocked MCC? 
For example, a plumbing company's MCC is not blocked. 
If the scope of the plumbing service is simple and easy to determine as complete, that does not seem unreasonable. Often reliance and trust must be placed on the expertise of an individual offering skilled or licensed services. If the scope of work gets more broad or complex, or requires a written agreement prior to performing the work, and when in doubt, do not pay with a P-Card.
Hiring a plumber would be considered a professional service; thus, the purchasing card should not be used for this purpose. 
In addition to the blocked MCCs there are prohibited purchases in Section IV E of the State P-Card Policy.
The reason for the prohibited purchase is because the scope of work is project specific, based on a scope of work, and there are typically specific deliverables that agency management will want to accept, as satisfying the purpose of the contract or engagement letter. Payment with a P-Card may occur prematurely without end user acceptance, and therefore, the project should not be paid with the P-Card.
2. Does the MCC indicate whether a purchase is authorized (unblocked MCC) or prohibited (blocked MCC)?
Merchants are assigned an MCC based on the primary business in which they are engaged. It is entirely possible for the same vendor to offer some products or services that are allowable, and some which are prohibited. If the product or service has either a blocked MCC or is prohibited or both, it is prohibited. Just because the MCC is not blocked does not make it acceptable.
3. There is a list of professional services that are exempt from the Code that would fall into the category that are not permitted to be paid with the purchasing card:
· Academic Consultants for CHE
· Actuaries
· Appraisers
· Architect-Engineer and Land Surveying services
· Artists
· Attorneys
· Auditors and accountants
· Brokerage services
· Clergy
· Court Reporters
· Dentists
· Doctors
· Expert witnesses
· Hospital and Medical Clinics
· Investment Counselors
· RNs and LPNs
· Occupational, Physical and Speech Therapists
· Optometrists
· Osteopaths
· Psychiatrists
· Veterinary Services
