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Quarterly Council Meeting 
10:00 A.M., Wednesday, February 10, 2016 

 
Public Notice of this meeting was properly posted at the Office of the State Engineer, 1201 Main Street, Suite 

600, and provided to all requesting persons, organizations, and news media in compliance with the South 
Carolina Freedom of Information Act, Section 30-4-80. 

 
MEETING AGENDA 

 
1. Welcome and Call to Order: 
 
2. Identification of Members        Tab-1 

 
3. Approval of Agenda:          Tab-2 

 
4. Approval/Disapproval of Absent Members:  

 
5. Chairman’s Remarks: 

 
6. New Business:  

a. Adoption of Rules of Order       Tab-3 
b. Statutory Provisions Governing Conduct of Meetings    Tab-4 
c. Posting of Committee information:  

http://procurement.sc.gov/PS/PS-advisory-committee.phtm  
d. Ethics Act         Tab-5 
e. Committee’s Statutory Charge       Tab-6 
f. Information only - Most current edition of rating systems & summary materials  for 

LEED Ver. 4         Tab-7 
g. Consideration and possible adoption of procedures for reviewing and making 

recommendations on rating systems within 30 days of referral     
h. Consideration and possible adoption of procedures for developing and implementing a 

methodology by which the cost-benefit ratio of the rating systems may be measured 
i. Appointment of individual(s) to monitor and report on the development of new rating 

systems or updates to existing systems 
          

7. Public Comments: 
     

8. Dates of Quarterly Meetings/Next Meeting: TBD 
 

9. Adjournment: 
 

 

http://procurement.sc.gov/PS/PS-advisory-committee.phtm


Roberts Rules of Order – Simplified 
 
Guiding Principle: 

Everyone has the right to participate in discussion if they wish, before anyone may speak a 
second time. 
Everyone has the right to know what is going on at all times. 
Only urgent matters may interrupt a speaker. 
Only one thing (motion) can be discussed at a time. 

            May only discuss and act on items published on the agenda 
 
A motion is the topic under discussion (e.g., “I move that we add a coffee break to this meeting”).  After 
being recognized by the chair, any member can introduce a motion when no other 
motion is on the table.  A motion requires a second to be considered.  Each motion must be disposed of 
(passed, defeated, tabled, referred to committee, or postponed indefinitely). 
 
How to do things: 

You want to bring up a new idea before the group. 
After recognition by the chair, present your motion.  A second is required for 
the motion to go to the floor for discussion, or consideration. 
 
You want to change some of the wording in a motion under discussion. 
After recognition by the chair, move to amend by 

 adding words, 
 striking words or 
 striking and inserting words. 

 
You like the idea of a motion being discussed, but you need to reword it beyond simple 
word changes. 
Move to substitute your motion for the original motion.  If it is seconded, discussion will continue 
on both motions and eventually the body will vote on which motion they prefer. 
 
You want more study and/or investigation given to the idea being discussed. 
Move to refer to a committee.  Try to be specific as to the charge to the committee. 
 
You want more time personally to study the proposal being discussed. 
Move to postpone to a definite time or date. 
 
You are tired of the current discussion. 
Move to limit debate to a set period of time or to a set number of speakers.  Requires a 2/3rds 
vote. 
 
You have heard enough discussion. 
Move to close the debate.  Requires a 2/3rds vote.  Or move to previous question.  This cuts off 
discussion and brings the assembly to a vote on the pending question only.  Requires a 2/3rds 
vote. 
 
You want to postpone a motion until some later time. 
Move to table the motion.  The motion may be taken from the table after 1 item of business has 
been conducted.  If the motion is not taken from the table by the end of the next meeting, it is 
dead.  To kill a motion at the time it is tabled requires a 2/3rds vote.  A majority is required to 
table a motion without killing it.  



You believe the discussion has drifted away from the agenda and want to bring it back. 
Call for orders of the day. 
 
You want to take a short break. 
Move to recess for a set period of time. 
 
You want to end the meeting. 
Move to adjourn. 
 
You are unsure that the chair has announced the results of a vote 
correctly. 
Without being recognized, call for a “division of the house."  At this point a roll call vote will be 
taken. 
 
You are confused about a procedure being used and want clarification. 
Without recognition, call for "Point of Information" or "Point of Parliamentary Inquiry."  The chair
 will ask you to state your question and will attempt to clarify the situation. 
 
You have changed your mind about something that was voted on earlier in the meeting 
for which you were on the winning side. 
Move to reconsider.  If the majority agrees, the motion comes back on the floor as though the 
vote had not occurred. 
 
You want to change an action voted on at an earlier meeting. 
Move to rescind.  If previous written notice is given, a simple majority is required.  If no notice is 
given, a 2/3rds vote is required. 

 
You may INTERRUPT a speaker for these reasons only: 

to get information about business – point of information 
to get information about rules – parliamentary inquiry 
if you can't hear, safety reasons, comfort, etc. – question of privilege 
if you see a breach of the rules – point of order 
if you disagree with the president of the board’s ruling – appeal 

 

 

Quick Reference 

 
Must Be 

Seconded 
Open for 

Discussion
Can be 

Amended 

Vote Count 
Required to 

Pass 

May Be 
Reconsidered or 

Rescinded 

Main Motion √ √ √ Majority √ 
Amend Motion √ √  Majority √ 
Kill a Motion √   Majority √ 
Limit Debate √  √ 2/3rds √ 
Close Discussion √   2/3rds √ 
Recess √  √ Majority  

Adjourn (End meeting) √   Majority  

Refer to Committee √ √ √ Majority √ 
Postpone to a later time √ √ √ Majority √ 
Table √   Majority  

Postpone Indefinitely √ √ √ Majority √ 



SECTION 30-4-80. Notice of meetings of public bodies. 
 
(A) All public bodies, except as provided in subsections (B) and (C) of this section, must give written 
public notice of their regular meetings at the beginning of each calendar year. The notice must include 
the dates, times, and places of such meetings. An agenda for regularly scheduled or special meetings 
must be posted on a bulletin board in a publicly accessible place at the office or meeting place of the 
public body and on a public website maintained by the body, if any, at least twenty-four hours prior to 
such meetings. All public bodies must post on such bulletin board or website, if any, public notice for 
any called, special, or rescheduled meetings. Such notice must include the agenda, date, time, and place 
of the meeting, and must be posted as early as is practicable but not later than twenty-four hours 
before the meeting. This requirement does not apply to emergency meetings of public bodies. Once an 
agenda for a regular, called, special, or rescheduled meeting is posted pursuant to this subsection, no 
items may be added to the agenda without an additional twenty-four hours notice to the public, which 
must be made in the same manner as the original posting. After the meeting begins, an item upon which 
action can be taken only may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds vote of the members present and 
voting; however, if the item is one upon which final action can be taken at the meeting or if the item is 
one in which there has not been and will not be an opportunity for public comment with prior public 
notice given in accordance with this section, it only may be added to the agenda by a two-thirds vote of 
the members present and voting and upon a finding by the body that an emergency or an exigent 
circumstance exists if the item is not added to the agenda. Nothing herein relieves a public body of any 
notice requirement with regard to any statutorily required public hearing. 
 
(B) Legislative committees must post their meeting times during weeks of the regular session of the 
General Assembly and must comply with the provisions for notice of special meetings during those 
weeks when the General Assembly is not in session. Subcommittees of standing legislative committees 
must give notice during weeks of the legislative session only if it is practicable to do so. 
 
(C) Subcommittees, other than legislative subcommittees, of committees required to give notice under 
subsection (A), must make reasonable and timely efforts to give notice of their meetings. 
 
(D) Written public notice must include but need not be limited to posting a copy of the notice at the 
principal office of the public body holding the meeting or, if no such office exists, at the building in which 
the meeting is to be held. 
 
(E) All public bodies shall notify persons or organizations, local news media, or such other news media as 
may request notification of the times, dates, places, and agenda of all public meetings, whether 
scheduled, rescheduled, or called, and the efforts made to comply with this requirement must be noted 
in the minutes of the meetings. 
 
 
SECTION 30-4-90. Minutes of meetings of public bodies. 
 
(a) All public bodies shall keep written minutes of all of their public meetings. Such minutes shall include 
but need not be limited to: 
 
(1) The date, time and place of the meeting. 
 
(2) The members of the public body recorded as either present or absent. 



 
(3) The substance of all matters proposed, discussed or decided and, at the request of any member, a 
record, by an individual member, of any votes taken. 
 
(4) Any other information that any member of the public body requests be included or reflected in the 
minutes. 
 
(b) The minutes shall be public records and shall be available within a reasonable time after the meeting 
except where such disclosures would be inconsistent with Section 30-4-70 of this chapter. 
 
(c) All or any part of a meeting of a public body may be recorded by any person in attendance by means 
of a tape recorder or any other means of sonic or video reproduction, except when a meeting is closed 
pursuant to Section 30-4-70 of this chapter, provided that in so recording there is no active interference 
with the conduct of the meeting. Provided, further, that the public body is not required to furnish 
recording facilities or equipment. 
 
 

SECTION 30-4-70. Meetings which may be closed; procedure; circumvention of chapter; disruption of 
meeting; executive sessions of General Assembly. 
 
(a) A public body may hold a meeting closed to the public for one or more of the following reasons: 
 
(1) Discussion of employment, appointment, compensation, promotion, demotion, discipline, or release 
of an employee, a student, or a person regulated by a public body or the appointment of a person to a 
public body; however, if an adversary hearing involving the employee or client is held, the employee or 
client has the right to demand that the hearing be conducted publicly. Nothing contained in this item 
shall prevent the public body, in its discretion, from deleting the names of the other employees or 
clients whose records are submitted for use at the hearing. 
 
(2) Discussion of negotiations incident to proposed contractual arrangements and proposed sale or 
purchase of property, the receipt of legal advice where the legal advice relates to a pending, threatened, 
or potential claim or other matters covered by the attorney-client privilege, settlement of legal claims, 
or the position of the public agency in other adversary situations involving the assertion against the 
agency of a claim. 
 
(3) Discussion regarding the development of security personnel or devices. 
 
(4) Investigative proceedings regarding allegations of criminal misconduct. 
 
(5) Discussion of matters relating to the proposed location, expansion, or the provision of services 
encouraging location or expansion of industries or other businesses in the area served by the public 
body. 
 
(6) The Retirement System Investment Commission, if the meeting is in executive session specifically 
pursuant to Section 9-16-80(A) or 9-16-320(C). 
 
(b) Before going into executive session the public agency shall vote in public on the question and when 



the vote is favorable, the presiding officer shall announce the specific purpose of the executive session. 
As used in this subsection, "specific purpose" means a description of the matter to be discussed as 
identified in items (1) through (5) of subsection (a) of this section. However, when the executive session 
is held pursuant to Sections 30-4-70(a)(1) or 30-4-70(a)(5), the identity of the individual or entity being 
discussed is not required to be disclosed to satisfy the requirement that the specific purpose of the 
executive session be stated. No action may be taken in executive session except to (a) adjourn or (b) 
return to public session. The members of a public body may not commit the public body to a course of 
action by a polling of members in executive session. 
 
(c) No chance meeting, social meeting, or electronic communication may be used in circumvention of 
the spirit of requirements of this chapter to act upon a matter over which the public body has 
supervision, control, jurisdiction, or advisory power. 
 
(d) This chapter does not prohibit the removal of any person who wilfully disrupts a meeting to the 
extent that orderly conduct of the meeting is seriously compromised. 
 
(e) Sessions of the General Assembly may enter into executive sessions authorized by the Constitution of 
this State and rules adopted pursuant thereto. 
 
(f) The Board of Trustees of the respective institution of higher learning, while meeting as the trustee of 
its endowment funds, if the meeting is in executive session specifically pursuant to Sections 59-153-
80(A) or 59-153-320(C). 



SUMMARY OF FOIA PUBLIC MEETING REQUIREMENTS  

• FOIA's requirements apply if a meeting involves a quorum or simple majority of a bodies 
members 

• Remember, a "meeting" includes telephone conference calls or any other form of electronic 
communication. 

• Written public notice of regular meetings must be posted at the beginning of each calendar year 
o Must include the dates, times, and places of such meetings 

• Agenda for regularly scheduled or special meetings must be posted at least twenty-four hours 
prior to such meetings 

o In or on a publicly accessible place at the office of the public body and  
o On a public website maintained by the body 
o No items may be added to the agenda without an additional twenty-four hours’ notice 

to the public 
• After the meeting begins, items may be added to the agenda: 

o By a two-thirds vote of the members present and voting 
o Items upon which final action can be taken or for which there is not an opportunity for 

public comment with prior public notice require a finding by the body that an 
emergency or an exigent circumstance exists if the item is not added to the agenda 

• Notice of meetings must be given to all persons requesting notice of the times, dates, places, 
and agenda of all public meetings  

o Whether scheduled, rescheduled, or called 
o Efforts made to comply with this requirement must be noted in the minutes of the 

meetings 
• Must keep written minutes which include: 

o The date, time and place of the meeting 
o Members of the public body recorded as either present or absent 
o Substance of all matters proposed, discussed or decided 
o At the request of any member, a record, by individual member, of any votes taken 
o Any other information any member requests be included or reflected in the minutes 

• Minutes are public records 
• meeting of a public body may be recorded by any person in attendance 

o Executive Session Excepted 
 



SELECTED PROVISIONS OF THE ETHICS, GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY,  
AND CAMPAIGN REFORM ACT 

 
 

TITLE 8, CHAPTER 13 
ARTICLE 1 

General Provisions 
 

SECTION 8-13-100. Definitions. 
 As used in Articles 1 through 11: 

*** 
 (26) “Public member” means an individual appointed to a noncompensated part-time position on a 
board, commission, or council. A public member does not lose this status by receiving reimbursement of 
expenses or a per diem payment for services. 

*** 
 (31) “State board, commission, or council” means an agency created by legislation which has 
statewide jurisdiction and which exercises some of the sovereign power of the State. 
 
[emphasis added] 

ARTICLE 7 
Rules of Conduct 

 
SECTION 8-13-700. Use of official position or office for financial gain; disclosure of potential conflict 
of interest. 
 (A) No public official, public member, or public employee may knowingly use his official office, 
membership, or employment to obtain an economic interest for himself, a family member, an individual 
with whom he is associated, or a business with which he is associated. This prohibition does not extend to 
the incidental use of public materials, personnel, or equipment, subject to or available for a public 
official’s, public member’s, or public employee’s use that does not result in additional public expense. 
 (B) No public official, public member, or public employee may make, participate in making, or in any 
way attempt to use his office, membership, or employment to influence a governmental decision in which 
he, a family member, an individual with whom he is associated, or a business with which he is associated 
has an economic interest. A public official, public member, or public employee who, in the discharge of 
his official responsibilities, is required to take an action or make a decision which affects an economic 
interest of himself, a family member, an individual with whom he is associated, or a business with which 
he is associated shall: 
  (1) prepare a written statement describing the matter requiring action or decisions and the nature of 
his potential conflict of interest with respect to the action or decision; 
  (2) if the public official is a member of the General Assembly, he shall deliver a copy of the 
statement to the presiding officer of the appropriate house. The presiding officer shall have the statement 
printed in the appropriate journal and require that the member of the General Assembly be excused from 
votes, deliberations, and other action on the matter on which a potential conflict exists; 
  (3) if he is a public employee, he shall furnish a copy of the statement to his superior, if any, who 
shall assign the matter to another employee who does not have a potential conflict of interest. If he has no 
immediate superior, he shall take the action prescribed by the State Ethics Commission; 
  (4) if he is a public official, other than a member of the General Assembly, he shall furnish a copy of 
the statement to the presiding officer of the governing body of an agency, commission, board, or of a 
county, municipality, or a political subdivision thereof, on which he serves, who shall cause the statement 
to be printed in the minutes and require that the member be excused from any votes, deliberations, and 
other actions on the matter on which the potential conflict of interest exists and shall cause the 
disqualification and the reasons for it to be noted in the minutes; 



  (5) if he is a public member, he shall furnish a copy to the presiding officer of an agency, 
commission, board, or of a county, municipality, or a political subdivision thereof, on which he serves, 
who shall cause the statement to be printed in the minutes and shall require that the member be excused 
from any votes, deliberations, and other actions on the matter on which the potential conflict of interest 
exists and shall cause such disqualification and the reasons for it to be noted in the minutes. 
 (C) Where a public official, public member, or public employee or a member of his immediate family 
holds an economic interest in a blind trust, he is not considered to have a conflict of interest with regard to 
matters pertaining to that economic interest, if the existence of the blind trust has been disclosed to the 
appropriate supervisory office. 
 (D) The provisions of this section do not apply to any court in the unified judicial system. 
 (E) When a member of the General Assembly is required by law to appear because of his business 
interest as an owner or officer of the business or in his official capacity as a member of the General 
Assembly, this section does not apply. 
 
 
 
SECTION 8-13-705. Offering, giving, soliciting, or receiving anything of value to influence action of 
public employee, member or official, or to influence testimony of witness; exceptions; penalty for 
violation. 
 (A) A person may not, directly or indirectly, give, offer, or promise anything of value to a public 
official, public member, or public employee with the intent to: 
  (1) influence the discharge of a public official’s, public member’s, or public employee’s official 
responsibilities; 
  (2) influence a public official, public member, or public employee to commit, aid in committing, 
collude in, or allow fraud on a governmental entity; or 
  (3) induce a public official, public member, or public employee to perform or fail to perform an act 
in violation of the public official’s, public member’s, or public employee’s official responsibilities. 
 (B) A public official, public member, or public employee may not, directly or indirectly, knowingly 
ask, demand, exact, solicit, seek, accept, assign, receive, or agree to receive anything of value for himself 
or for another person in return for being: 
  (1) influenced in the discharge of his official responsibilities; 
  (2) influenced to commit, aid in committing, collude in, allow fraud, or make an opportunity for the 
commission of fraud on a governmental entity; or 
  (3) induced to perform or fail to perform an act in violation of his official responsibilities. 
 (C) A person may not, directly or indirectly, give, offer, or promise to give anything of value to another 
person with intent to influence testimony under oath or affirmation in a trial or other proceeding before: 
  (1) a court; 
  (2) a committee of either house or both houses of the General Assembly; or 
  (3) an agency, commission, or officer authorized to hear evidence or take testimony or with intent to 
influence a witness to fail to appear. 
 (D) A person may not, directly or indirectly, ask, demand, exact, solicit, seek, accept, assign, receive, 
or agree to receive anything of value in return for influencing testimony under oath or affirmation in a 
trial or other proceeding before: 
  (1) a court; 
  (2) a committee of either house or both houses of the General Assembly; or 
  (3) an agency, commission, or officer authorized to hear evidence or take testimony, or with intent to 
influence a witness to fail to appear. 
 (E) Subsections (C) and (D) of this section do not prohibit the payment or receipt of witness fees 
provided by law or the payment by the party on whose behalf a witness is called and receipt by a witness 
of the reasonable costs of travel and subsistence at trial, hearing, or proceeding, or, in the case of an 



expert witness, of the reasonable fee for time spent in the preparation of the opinion and in appearing or 
testifying. 
 (F) A person who violates the provisions of this section is guilty of a felony and, upon conviction, must 
be punished by imprisonment for not more than ten years and a fine of not more than ten thousand dollars 
and is permanently disqualified from being a public official or a public member. A public official, 
public member, or public employee who violates the provisions of this section forfeits his public office, 
membership, or employment. 
 (G) This section does not apply to political contributions unless the contributions are conditioned upon 
the performance of specific actions of the person accepting the contributions nor does it prohibit a parent, 
grandparent, or other close relative from making a gift to a child, grandchild, or other close relative for 
love and affection except as otherwise provided. 
 
SECTION 8-13-710. Reporting of particular gifts received by public employee, official, or member on 
statement of economic interests. 
 (A) Unless provided by subsection (B) and in addition to the requirements of Chapter 17 of Title 2, a 
public official or public employee required to file a statement of economic interests under Section 
8-13-1110 who accepts anything of value from a lobbyist’s principal must report the value of anything 
received on his statement of economic interests pursuant to Section 8-13-1120(A)(9). 
 (B) A public official, public member, or public employee required to file a statement of economic 
interests under Section 8-13-1110 who receives, accepts, or takes, directly or indirectly, from a person, 
anything of value worth twenty-five dollars or more in a day and anything of value worth two hundred 
dollars or more in the aggregate in a calendar year must report on his statement of economic interests 
pursuant to Section 8-13-1120 the thing of value from: 
  (1) a person, if there is reason to believe the donor would not give the thing of value but for the 
public official’s public member’s, or public employee’s office or position; 
  (2) a person, or from an officer or director of a person, if the public official, public member, or 
public employee has reason to believe the person: 
   (a) has or is seeking to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationships with the 
public official’s, public member’s, or public employee’s governmental entity; 
   (b) conducts operations or activities which are regulated by the public official’s, public 
member’s, or public employee’s governmental entity. 
 (C) Nothing in this section requires a public official, public member, or public employee to report a 
gift from a parent, grandparent, or relative to a child, grandchild, or other immediate family member for 
love and affection. 
 
SECTION 8-13-715. Speaking engagements of public officials, members or employees; only expense 
reimbursement permitted; authorization for reimbursement of out-of-state expenses. 
 A public official, public member, or public employee acting in an official capacity may not receive 
anything of value for speaking before a public or private group. A public official, public member, or 
public employee is not prohibited by this section from accepting a meal provided in conjunction with a 
speaking engagement where all participants are entitled to the same meal and the meal is incidental to the 
speaking engagement. Notwithstanding the limitations of Section 2-17-90, a public official, public 
member, or public employee may receive payment or reimbursement for actual expenses incurred for a 
speaking engagement. The expenses must be reasonable and must be incurred in a reasonable time and 
manner in which to accomplish the purpose of the engagement. A public official, public member, or 
public employee required to file a statement of economic interests under Section 8-13-1110 must report 
on his statement of economic interests the organization which paid for or reimbursed actual expenses, the 
amount of such payment or reimbursement, and the purpose, date, and location of the speaking 
engagement. A public official, public member, or public employee who is not required to file a statement 
of economic interests but who is paid or reimbursed actual expenses for a speaking engagement must 



report this same information in writing to the chief administrative official or employee of the agency with 
which the public official, public member, or public employee is associated. 
 If the expenses are incurred out of state, the public official, public member, or public employee 
incurring the expenses must receive prior written approval for the payment or reimbursement from: 
  (1) the Governor, in the case of a public official of a state agency who is not listed in an item in this 
section; 
  (2) a statewide constitutional officer, in the case of himself; 
  (3) the President Pro Tempore of the Senate, in the case of a member of the Senate; 
  (4) the Speaker of the House, in the case of a member of the House of Representatives; or 
  (5) the chief executive of the governmental entity in all other cases. 
 
SECTION 8-13-720. Offering, soliciting, or receiving money for advice or assistance of public official, 
member or employee. 
 No person may offer or pay to a public official, public member, or public employee and no public 
official, public member, or public employee may solicit or receive money in addition to that received by 
the public official, public member, or public employee in his official capacity for advice or assistance 
given in the course of his employment as a public official, public member, or public employee. 
 
SECTION 8-13-725. Use or disclosure of confidential information by public official, member, or 
employee for financial gain; examination of private records; penalties. 
 (A) A public official, public member, or public employee may not use or disclose confidential 
information gained in the course of or by reason of his official responsibilities in a way that would affect 
an economic interest held by him, a member of his immediate family, an individual with whom he is 
associated, or a business with which he is associated. 
 (B)(1) A public official, public member, or public employee may not wilfully examine, or aid and abet 
in the wilful examination of, a tax return of a taxpayer, a worker’s compensation record, a record in 
connection with health or medical treatment, social services records, or other records of an individual in 
the possession of or within the access of a public department or agency if the purpose of the examination 
is improper or unlawful. 
  (2) A person convicted of violating this subsection must be fined not more than five thousand 
dollars, or imprisoned not more than five years, or both, and shall reimburse the costs of prosecution. 
Upon conviction, the person also must be discharged immediately from his public capacity as an official, 
member, or employee. 
 
SECTION 8-13-730. Membership on or employment by regulatory agency of person associated with 
regulated business. 
 Unless otherwise provided by law, no person may serve as a member of a governmental regulatory 
agency that regulates any business with which that person is associated. An employee of the regulatory 
agency which regulates a business with which he is associated annually shall file a statement of economic 
interests notwithstanding the provisions of Section 8-13-1110. No person may be an employee of the 
regulatory agency which regulates a business with which he is associated if this relationship creates a 
continuing or frequent conflict with the performance of his official responsibilities. 
 
SECTION 8-13-735. Participation in decision affecting personal economic interests by one employed by 
and serving on governing body of governmental entity. 
 (A) Except as provided in subsection (B), no person who serves at the same time: 
  (1) on the governing body of a state, county, municipal, or political subdivision board or 
commission; and 
  (2) as an employee of the same board or commission or in a position subject to the control of that 
board or commission may make or participate in making a decision that affects his economic interests. 
 (B) No person shall serve at the same time as: 



  (1) a nonappointed member of the governing body of the board or commission for a water or sewer 
district or a nonprofit water or sewer corporation or company organized pursuant to the provisions of state 
law; and 
  (2)(a) an employee of the same board, commission, corporation, or company; or 
   (b) in a position subject to the control of that board, commission, corporation, or company; or 
   (c) in a decision-making position concerning the operation and functions of that board, 
commission, corporation, or company. 
 (C)(1) Any person violating the provisions of subsection (B) may be assessed a civil penalty of fifty 
dollars per day to be remitted to the general fund of the board, commission, corporation, or company. 
  (2) If a lawsuit is brought to force the person to vacate either his position held pursuant to subsection 
(B)(1) or subsection (B)(2), and the person is found in circuit court to have violated subsection (B), the 
person must pay the civil penalty in subsection (C)(1) plus court costs, attorney’s fees, and any damages 
required by the court. 
  (3) Any individual or entity served by the board, commission, corporation, or company has standing 
to bring a lawsuit in the circuit court pursuant to this subsection. 
 
SECTION 8-13-740. Representation of another by a public official, member, or employee before a 
governmental entity. 
 (A)(1) A public official occupying statewide office, a member of his immediate family, an individual 
with whom he is associated, or a business with which he is associated may not knowingly represent 
another person before a governmental entity, except as otherwise required by law. 
  (2) A member of the General Assembly, an individual with whom he is associated, or a business with 
which he is associated may not knowingly represent another person before a governmental entity, except: 
   (a) as required by law; 
   (b) before a court under the unified judicial system; or 
   (c) in a contested case, as defined in Section 1-23-310, excluding a contested case for a rate or 
price fixing matter before the South Carolina Public Service Commission or South Carolina Department 
of Insurance, or in an agency’s consideration of the drafting and promulgation of regulations under 
Chapter 23 of Title 1 in a public hearing. 
  (3) A public member occupying statewide office, an individual with whom he is associated, or a 
business with which he is associated may not knowingly represent another person before the same unit or 
division of the governmental entity for which the public member has official responsibility, except as 
otherwise required by law. 
  (4) A public official, public member, or public employee of a county may not knowingly represent 
a person before an agency, unit, or subunit of that county for which the public official, public member, 
or public employee has official responsibility except: 
   (a) as required by law; or 
   (b) before a court under the unified judicial system. 
  (5) A public official, public member, or public employee of a municipality may not knowingly 
represent a person before any agency, unit, or subunit of that municipality for which the public official, 
public member, or public employee has official responsibility except as required by law. 
  (6) A public employee, other than those specified in items (4) and (5) of this subsection, receiving 
compensation other than reimbursement or per diem payments for his official duties, an individual with 
whom he is associated, or a business with which he is associated may not knowingly represent a person 
before an entity on the same level of government for which the public official, public member, or public 
employee has official responsibility except: 
   (a) as required by law; 
   (b) before a court under the unified judicial system; or 
   (c) in a contested case, as defined in Section 1-23-310, excluding a contested case for a rate or 
price fixing matter before the South Carolina Public Service Commission or the South Carolina 



Department of Insurance, or in an agency’s consideration of the drafting and promulgation of regulations 
under Chapter 23 of Title 1 in a public hearing. 
  (7) The restrictions set forth in items (1) through (6) of this subsection do not apply to: 
   (a) purely ministerial matters which do not require discretion on the part of the governmental 
entity before which the public official, public member, or public employee is appearing; 
   (b) representation by a public official, public member, or public employee in the course of the 
public official’s, public member’s, or public employee’s official duties; 
   (c) representation by the public official, public member, or public employee in matters relating to 
the public official’s, public member’s or public employee’s personal affairs or the personal affairs of the 
public official’s, public member’s, or public employee’s immediate family. 
  (8) A state, county, or municipal public official, public member, or public employee, including a 
person serving on an agency, unit, or subunit of a governmental entity shall not be required to resign or 
otherwise vacate his seat or position due to a conflict of interest that arises under this section as long as 
notice of the possible conflict of interest is given and he complies with the recusal requirements of 
Section 8-13-700(B). A governmental entity includes, but is not limited to, a planning board or zoning 
commission. 
  (9) Notwithstanding another provision of law, a governmental entity shall not prohibit a state, 
county, or municipal public official, public member, or public employee, including a person serving on 
an agency, unit, or subunit of a governmental entity from service in office or employment based solely on 
race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, or occupation. 
 (B) A member of the General Assembly, when he, an individual with whom he is associated, or a 
business with which he is associated represents a client for compensation as permitted by subsection 
(A)(2)(c), must file within his annual statement of economic interests a listing of fees earned, services 
rendered, names of persons represented, and the nature of contacts made with the governmental entities. 
 (C) A member of the General Assembly may not vote on the section of that year’s general 
appropriation bill relating to a particular agency or commission if the member, an individual with whom 
he is associated, or a business with which he is associated has represented any client before that agency or 
commission as permitted by subsection (A)(2)(c) within one year prior to such vote. This subsection does 
not prohibit a member from voting on other sections of the general appropriation bill or from voting on 
the general appropriation bill as a whole. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1993 Act No 181, Sections  70, 71, eff July 1, 1995; 1995 Act No. 6, 
Sections  22, 23, effective upon approval (became law without the Governor’s signature January 12, 
1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 1995; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 24, 
eff July 1, 1995 (became law without the Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to 
transactions occurring on or after January 1, 1995; 2007 Act No. 10, Sections  1 to 3, eff April 12, 2007. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1993 amendment by Section 70, in subparagraph (c) of paragraph (2) of subsection (A), and by 
Section 71, in subparagraph (c) of paragraph (6) of subsection (A), substituted “Department of Insurance” 
for “Insurance Commission”. 
The 1995 amendment, by Section 22, revised paragraphs (4) and (5) of subsection (A); by Section 23, 
revised paragraph (6) of subsection (A); and by Section 24, revised paragraph (6) of subsection (A) 
effective July 1, 1995. 
The 2007 amendment, in subsection (A), in subparagraphs (4) and (5) deleted “, an individual with whom 
the public official, public member, or public employee is associated, or a business with which the public 
official, public member, or public employee is associated” and added subparagraphs (8) and (9). 
 
SECTION 8-13-745. Paid representation of clients and contracting by member of General Assembly or 
associate in particular situations. 



 (A) No member of the General Assembly or an individual with whom he is associated or business with 
which he is associated may represent a client for a fee in a contested case, as defined in Section 1-23-310, 
before an agency, a commission, board, department, or other entity if the member of the General 
Assembly has voted in the election, appointment, recommendation, or confirmation of a member of the 
governing body of the agency, board, department, or other entity within the twelve preceding months. 
 (B) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, after the effective date of this section, no member of 
the General Assembly or any individual with whom he is associated or business with which he is 
associated may represent a client for a fee in a contested case, as defined in Section 1-23-310, before an 
agency, a commission, board, department, or other entity elected, appointed, recommended, or confirmed 
by the House, the Senate, or the General Assembly if that member has voted on the section of that year’s 
general appropriation bill or supplemental appropriation bill relating to that agency, commission, board, 
department, or other entity within one year from the date of the vote. This subsection does not prohibit a 
member from voting on other sections of the general appropriation bill or from voting on the general 
appropriation bill as a whole. 
 (C) Notwithstanding any other provision of law, after the effective date of this section, no member of 
the General Assembly or an individual with whom he is associated in partnership or a business, company, 
corporation, or partnership where his interest is greater than five percent may enter into any contract for 
goods or services with an agency, a commission, board, department, or other entity funded with general 
funds or other funds if the member has voted on the section of that year’s appropriation bill relating to 
that agency, commission, board, department, or other entity within one year from the date of the vote. 
This subsection does not prohibit a member from voting on other sections of the appropriation bill or 
from voting on the general appropriation bill as a whole. 
 (D) The provisions of this section do not apply to any court in the unified judicial system. 
 (E) When a member of the General Assembly is required by law to appear because of his business 
interest as an owner or officer of the business or in his official capacity as a member of the General 
Assembly, this section does not apply. 
 (F) The provisions of subsections (A), (B), and (C) do not apply in the case of any vote or action taken 
by a member of the General Assembly prior to January 1, 1992. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-750. Employment, promotion, advancement, or discipline of family member of public 
official, member, or employee. 
 (A) No public official, public member, or public employee may cause the employment, appointment, 
promotion, transfer, or advancement of a family member to a state or local office or position in which the 
public official, public member, or public employee supervises or manages. 
 (B) A public official, public member, or public employee may not participate in an action relating to 
the discipline of the public official’s, public member’s, or public employee’s family member. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-755. Restrictions on former public official, member, or employee serving as lobbyist or 
accepting employment in field of former service. 
 A former public official, former public member, or former public employee holding public office, 
membership, or employment on or after January 1, 1992, may not for a period of one year after 
terminating his public service or employment: 
  (1) serve as a lobbyist or represent clients before the agency or department on which he formerly 
served in a matter which he directly and substantially participated during his public service or 
employment; or 



  (2) accept employment if the employment: 
   (a) is from a person who is regulated by the agency or department on which the former public 
official, former public member, or former public employee served or was employed; and 
   (b) involves a matter in which the former public official, former public member, or former public 
employee directly and substantially participated during his public service or public employment. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-760. Employment by government contractor of former public official, member, or 
employee who was engaged in procurement. 
 Except as is permitted by regulations of the State Ethics Commission, it is a breach of ethical standards 
for a public official, public member, or public employee who is participating directly in procurement, as 
defined in Section 11-35-310(22), to resign and accept employment with a person contracting with the 
governmental body if the contract falls or would fall under the public official’s, public member’s, or 
public employee’s official responsibilities. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-765. Use of government personnel or facilities for campaign purposes; government 
personnel permitted to work on campaigns on own time. 
 (A) No person may use government personnel, equipment, materials, or an office building in an 
election campaign. The provisions of this subsection do not apply to a public official’s use of an official 
residence. 
 (B) A government, however, may rent or provide public facilities for political meetings and other 
campaign-related purposes if they are available on similar terms to all candidates and committees, as 
defined in Section 8-13-1300(6). 
 (C) This section does not prohibit government personnel, where not otherwise prohibited, from 
participating in election campaigns on their own time and on nongovernment premises. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-770. Members of General Assembly prohibited from serving on state boards and 
commissions; exceptions. 
 A member of the General Assembly may not serve in any capacity as a member of a state board or 
commission, except for the State Fiscal Accountability Authority, the Advisory Commission on 
Intergovernmental Relations, the Legislative Audit Council, the Legislative Council, the Legislative 
Services Agency, the Judicial Council, the Commission on Prosecution Coordination, the South Carolina 
Tobacco Community Development Board, the Tobacco Settlement Revenue Management Authority, the 
South Carolina Transportation Infrastructure Bank, the Commission on Indigent Defense, the South 
Carolina Research Authority, and the joint legislative committees. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1998 Act No. 419, Part II, Section 35D, eff July 1, 1998; 1999 Act No. 
77, Section 3, eff June 11, 1999; 2000 Act No. 387, Part II, Section 69A.4, eff June 30, 2000; 2003 Act 
No. 76, Section 18, eff June 26, 2003; 2005 Act No. 103, Section 1, eff July 1, 2005; 2012 Act No. 209, 
Section 5, eff June 7, 2012. 
Code Commissioner’s Note 



At the direction of the Code Commissioner, reference to “Legislative Information Systems” was changed 
to “Legislative Services Agency” pursuant to 2013 Act No. 31. 
At the direction of the Code Commissioner, references in this section to the offices of the former State 
Budget and Control Board, Office of the Governor, or other agencies, were changed to reflect the transfer 
of them to the Department of Administration or other entities, pursuant to the directive of the South 
Carolina Restructuring Act, 2014 Act No. 121, Section 5(D)(1), effective July 1, 2015. 
Editor’s Note 
2000 Act No. 387, Part II, Section 69A.6, provides as follows: 
“If a provision of this subsection, including the provisions of Chapter 49, Title 11 of the 1976 Code as 
added by it, or the application of a provision to a person or circumstance is held invalid, the invalidity 
does not affect other provisions or applications of this subsection or the chapter added by it which may be 
given effect without the invalid provision or application. To this end, the provisions of this subsection and 
the chapter added by it are severable.” 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1998 amendment deleted “the Reorganization Commission” from the list of exceptions. 
The 1999 amendment inserted “the South Carolina Tobacco Community Development Board,”. 
The 2000 amendment added “the Tobacco Settlement Revenue Management Authority,”. 
The 2003 amendment added “the South Carolina Transportation Infrastructure Bank,” after “the Tobacco 
Settlement Revenue Management Authority”. 
The 2005 amendment deleted “the Sentencing Guidelines Commission,” and added “the Commission on 
Indigent Defense,”. 
The 2012 amendment inserted “The South Carolina Research Authority,”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-775. Public official, member, or employee with official function related to contracts not 
permitted to have economic interest in contracts. 
 A public official, public member, or public employee may not have an economic interest in a contract 
with the State or its political subdivisions if the public official, public member, or public employee is 
authorized to perform an official function relating to the contract. Official function means writing or 
preparing the contract specifications, acceptance of bids, award of the contract, or other action on the 
preparation or award of the contract. This section is not intended to infringe on or prohibit public 
employment contracts with this State or a political subdivision of this State nor does it prohibit the award 
of contracts awarded through a process of public notice and competitive bids if the public official, public 
member, or public employee has not performed an official function regarding the contract. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 25, eff upon approval (became law without the 
Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 
1995. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment, at the end of the third sentence, inserted “nor does it prohibit the award of 
contracts awarded through a process of public notice and competitive bids in the public official, public 
member, or public employee has not performed an official function regarding the contract”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-780. Remedies for breaches of ethical standards by public officials, members, or 
employees. 
 (A) The provisions of this section are in addition to all other civil and administrative remedies against 
public officials, public members, or public employees which are provided by law. 
 (B) In addition to existing remedies for breach of the ethical standards of this chapter or regulations 
promulgated hereunder, the State Ethics Commission may impose an oral or written warning or 
reprimand. 



 (C) The value of anything received by a public official, public member, or public employee in breach 
of the ethical standards of this chapter or regulations promulgated hereunder is recoverable by the State or 
other governmental entity in an action by the Attorney General against a person benefitting from the 
violations. 
 (D) Before a public employee’s employment or a public official’s or public member’s association with 
the governmental entity is terminated for a violation of the provisions of this chapter, notice and an 
opportunity for a hearing must be provided to the public official, public member, or public employee. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-785. Communication by elected official with state board or commission on behalf of 
constituent. 
 Nothing in Chapter 13 of Title 8 prevents an elected official from communicating with a board or 
commission member or employee, on behalf of a constituent relating to delays in obtaining a hearing, 
discourteous treatment, scheduling, or other matters not affecting the outcome of pending matters, 
provided that the elected official, an individual with whom the elected official is associated, or a business 
with which the elected official is associated is not representing the constituent for compensation. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 26, effective upon approval (became law without 
the Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 
1, 1995. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment deleted the designator (A) from the first paragraph; deleted “, in writing,” in that 
paragraph; and deleted former paragraph (B) pertaining to particular contacts between public officials as 
not prohibited. 
 
SECTION 8-13-790. Recovery of amounts received by official or employee in breach of ethical 
standards; recovery of kickbacks. 
 (A) The value of anything transferred or received in breach of the ethical standards of Articles 1 
through 11 of this chapter or regulations promulgated under it by a public employee, public official, or a 
nonpublic employee or official may be recovered from the public employee, public official, or nonpublic 
employee or official. 
 (B) Upon a showing that a subcontractor made a kickback to a prime contractor or a higher tier 
subcontractor in connection with the award of a subcontract or order under it, it is conclusively presumed 
that the amount of the kickback was included in the price of the subcontract or order and ultimately borne 
by the State or governmental entity and is recoverable hereunder from the subcontractor making the 
kickback. Recovery from one offending party does not preclude recovery from other offending parties. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-795. Receipt of award, grant, or scholarship by public official or family member. 
 Nothing in Chapter 13 of Title 8 prevents a public official or a member of his immediate family from 
being awarded an award, a grant, or scholarship, or negatively reflects on a public official because of an 
award, a grant, or scholarship awarded to the public official or to a member of his immediate family on a 
competitive, objective basis if the public official has not wilfully contacted any person involved in the 
selection of the recipient, on behalf of the recipient, before the award. 
 



HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTIONS 8-13-810 to 8-13-850. Repealed by 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992. 
Editor’s Note 
Sections 8-13-810 through 8-13-850 formerly comprised Article 11 of this chapter. Article 11 now 
consists of Sections 8-13-1110 through 8-13-1180. 
Former Section 8-13-810 was entitled “Persons required to file statement of economic interest before 
taking oath or commencing employment” and was derived from 1980 Act No. 374, Section 4; 1977 Act 
No. 150, Sections  7, 8; 1976 Act No. 741; 1976 Act No. 740, Section 2; 1975 (59) 217. 
Former Section 8-13-820 was entitled “Contents of statement of economic interests” and was derived 
from 1980 Act No. 374, Section 4; 1977 Act No. 150, Sections  7, 8; 1976 Act No. 741; 1976 Act No. 
740, Section 2; 1975 (59) 217. 
Former Section 8-13-830 was entitled “Report on names of, purchases by and gifts from lobbyists” and 
was derived from 1980 Act No. 374, Section 4; 1977 Act No. 150, Sections  7, 8; 1976 Act No. 741; 1976 
Act No. 740, Section 2; 1975 (59) 217. 
Former Section 8-13-840 was entitled “Filing of updating statement” and was derived from 1980 Act No. 
374, Section 4; 1977 Act No. 150, Sections  7, 8; 1976 Act No. 741; 1976 Act No. 740, Section 2; 1975 
(59) 217. 
Former Section 8-13-850 was entitled “Filing of statement of economic interest by member of judiciary” 
and was derived from 1980 Act No. 374, Section 4; 1977 Act No. 150, Sections  7, 8; 1976 Act No. 741; 
1976 Act No. 740, Section 2; 1975 (59) 217. 
 

ARTICLE 9 
Forms and Reports by Candidates for Election by the General Assembly 

Editor’s Note 
Former Article 9, which consisted of Sections 8-13-610 through 8-13-630, was repealed by 1991 Act No. 
248, Section 3, effective January 1, 1992. 
 
SECTION 8-13-910. Candidates elected or consented to by General Assembly to file statements of 
economic interests; authority with whom to file. 
 (A) No person who is a candidate for public office which is filled by election by the General Assembly 
may be voted upon by the General Assembly until at least ten days following the date on which the 
candidate files a statement of economic interests as defined in this chapter with the Chairman of the 
Senate Ethics Committee and the Chairman of the House of Representatives Ethics Committee. 
 (B) No person who is appointed to an office which is filled with the advice and consent of the Senate or 
the General Assembly may be confirmed unless the appointment, when received by the Senate and/or the 
House, is accompanied by a current original copy of a statement of economic interests which has been 
filed with the appointing authority and is transmitted with the appointment and until at least ten days 
following the date on which the appointment, with the attached original economic interest statement, has 
been received by the Senate and/or the House. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1993 Act No. 183 Section 3, eff June 21, 1993; 1993 Act No. 181 Section 
72, eff July 1, 1993. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1993 amendments, by both Act No. 181 and Act No. 183, designated the existing text as subsection 
(A); in (A) deleted “or with the advice and consent of the Senate or the General Assembly; and added 
subsection (B). 
 
SECTION 8-13-920. Report of campaign expenditures. 



 A person running for an office elected by the General Assembly must file a report with the Chairman of 
the Senate Ethics Committee and the Chairman of the House of Representatives Ethics Committee of 
money in excess of one hundred dollars spent by him or in his behalf in seeking the office. The report 
must include the period beginning with the time he first announces his intent to seek the office. The report 
must not include travel expenses or room and board while campaigning. Contributions made to members 
of the General Assembly during the period from announcement of intent to election date must be 
included. The report must be updated quarterly with an additional report filed five days before the 
election and the final report filed thirty days after the election. Persons soliciting votes on behalf of 
candidates must submit expenses in excess of one hundred dollars to the candidate which must be 
included on the candidate’s report. A copy of all reports received by the Senate Ethics Committee and the 
House of Representatives Ethics Committee must be forwarded to the State Ethics Commission within 
two business days of receipt. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-930. Seeking or offering pledges of votes for candidates. 
 No candidate for an office elected by the General Assembly may seek directly the pledge of a member 
of the General Assembly’s vote until the qualifications of all candidates for that office have been 
determined by the appropriate joint committee to review candidates for that office. No member of the 
General Assembly may offer a pledge until the qualifications of all candidates for that office have been 
determined by the appropriate joint committee to review candidates for that office. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-935. Public Service Commission election requirements; violations and penalties. 
 (A) No candidate for or person intending to become a candidate for the Public Service Commission 
may seek, directly or indirectly, the pledge of a member of the General Assembly’s vote or contact, 
directly or indirectly, a member of the General Assembly regarding screening for the Public Service 
Commission, until: (1) the qualifications of all candidates for that office have been determined by the 
State Regulation of Public Utilities Review Committee, and (2) the review committee has formally 
released its report as to the qualifications of all candidates for the office to the General Assembly. For 
purposes of this section, “indirectly seeking a pledge” means the candidate, or someone acting on behalf 
of and at the request of the candidate, requests a person to contact a member of the General Assembly on 
behalf of the candidate before nominations are formally made by the review committee. The prohibitions 
of this section do not extend to an announcement of candidacy by the candidate or statement by the 
candidate detailing the candidate’s qualifications. 
 (B) No member of the General Assembly may offer his pledge until: (1) the qualifications of all 
candidates for the Public Service Commission have been determined by the State Regulation of Public 
Utilities Review Committee, and (2) the review committee has formally released its report as to the 
qualifications of its nominees to the General Assembly. The formal release of the report of qualifications 
must occur no earlier than forty-eight hours after the names of nominees have been initially released to 
members of the General Assembly. 
 (C) No member of the General Assembly may trade anything of value, including pledges to vote for 
legislation or for other candidates, in exchange for another member’s pledge to vote for a candidate for 
the Public Service Commission. 
 (D)(1) Violations of this section may be considered by the State Regulation of Public Utilities Review 
Committee when it considers the candidate’s qualifications. 
  (2) Violations of this section by members of the General Assembly must be reported by the review 
committee to the House or Senate Ethics Committee, as may be applicable. 



  (3) Violations of this section by incumbent commissioners seeking reelection must be reported by 
the Public Service Commission to the State Ethics Commission. 
 A violation of this section is a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, the violator must be fined not more 
than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than ninety days. Cases tried under this section may not 
be transferred from general sessions court pursuant to Section 22-3-545. 
 
HISTORY: 2004 Act No. 175, Section 2, eff February 18, 2004. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1010. Repealed by 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992. 
Editor’s Note 
Former Section 8-13-1010 was derived from 1975 (59) 217; 1977 Act No. 150, Section 9. 
Former Section 8-13-1010, which prescribed the penalty for violation of this chapter, was part of former 
Article 13. Similar provisions may now be found in Article 15. Article 13 now consists of Sections 
8-13-1300 through 8-13-1372 and governs campaign practices. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1015. Repealed by 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992. 
Editor’s Note 
Former Section 8-13-1015 was derived from 1990 Act No. 330, Section 1. 
Former Section 8-13-1015 provided a civil penalty for late filing, or failure to file, ethics statements, and 
specified exceptions to these provisions. For similar provisions, see Section 8-13-1510. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1020. Repealed by 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992. 
Editor’s Note 
Former Section 8-13-1020 was derived from 1975 (59) 217. 
Former Section 8-13-1020, which provided the effective dates for the former provisions of this chapter, 
was located in former Article 13. Article 13 now consists of Sections 8-13-1300 through 8-13-1372, and 
governs campaign practices. 
 

ARTICLE 11 
Disclosure of Economic Interests 

Editor’s Note 
Former Article 11, which consisted of Sections 8-13-810 through 8-13-850, was repealed by 1991 Act 
No. 248, Section 3, effective January 1, 1992. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1110. Persons required to file statement of economic interests. 
 (A) No public official, regardless of compensation, and no public member or public employee as 
designated in subsection (B) may take the oath of office or enter upon his official responsibilities unless 
he has filed a statement of economic interests in accordance with the provisions of this chapter with the 
appropriate supervisory office. If a public official, public member, or public employee referred to in this 
section has no economic interests to disclose, he shall nevertheless file a statement of inactivity to that 
effect with the appropriate supervisory office. All disclosure statements are matters of public record open 
to inspection upon request. 
 (B) Each of the following public officials, public members, and public employees must file a 
statement of economic interests with the appropriate supervisory office, unless otherwise provided: 
  (1) a person appointed to fill the unexpired term of an elective office; 
  (2) a salaried member of a state board, commission, or agency; 
  (3) the chief administrative official or employee and the deputy or assistant administrative official or 
employee or director of a division, institution, or facility of any agency or department of state 
government; 
  (4) the city administrator, city manager, or chief municipal administrative official or employee, by 
whatever title; 



  (5) the county manager, county administrator, county supervisor, or chief county administrative 
official or employee, by whatever title; 
  (6) the chief administrative official or employee of each political subdivision including, but not 
limited to, school districts, libraries, regional planning councils, airport commissions, hospitals, 
community action agencies, water and sewer districts, and development commissions; 
  (7) a school district and county superintendent of education; 
  (8) a school district board member and a county board of education member; 
  (9) the chief finance official or employee and the chief purchasing official or employee of each 
agency, institution, or facility of state government, and of each county, municipality, or other political 
subdivision including, but not limited to, those named in item (6); 
  (10) a public official; 
  (11) a public member who serves on a state board, commission, or council; and 
  (12) Department of Transportation District Engineering Administrators. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 27, effective upon approval (became law without 
the Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 
1, 1995; 2007 Act No. 114, Section 4, eff June 27, 2007. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment, in subsection (B), deleted former paragraph (12), which read: “a consultant”. 
The 2007 amendment added paragraph (B)(12) relating to Department of Transportation District 
Engineering Administrators. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1120. Contents of statement of economic interests. 
 (A) A statement of economic interests filed pursuant to Section 8-13-1110 must be on forms prescribed 
by the State Ethics Commission and must contain full and complete information concerning: 
  (1) the name, business or government address, and workplace telephone number of the filer; 
  (2) the source, type, and amount or value of income, not to include tax refunds, of substantial 
monetary value received from a governmental entity by the filer or a member of the filer’s immediate 
family during the reporting period; 
  (3)(a) the description, value, and location of all real property owned and options to purchase real 
property during the reporting period by a filer or a member of the filer’s immediate family if: 
    (i) there have been any public improvements of more than two hundred dollars on or adjacent to 
the real property within the reporting period and the public improvements are known to the filer; or 
    (ii) the interest can reasonably be expected to be the subject of a conflict of interest; or 
   (b) if a sale, lease, or rental of personal or real property is to a state, county, or municipal 
instrumentality of government, a copy of the contract, lease, or rental agreement must be attached to the 
statement of economic interests; 
  (4) the name of each organization which paid for or reimbursed actual expenses of the filer for 
speaking before a public or private group, the amount of such payment or reimbursement, and the 
purpose, date, and location of the speaking engagement; 
  (5) the identity of every business or entity in which the filer or a member of the filer’s immediate 
family held or controlled, in the aggregate, securities or interests constituting five percent or more of the 
total issued and outstanding securities and interests which constitute a value of one hundred thousand 
dollars or more; 
  (6)(a) a listing by name and address of each creditor to whom the filer or member of the filer’s 
immediate family owed a debt in excess of five hundred dollars at any time during the reporting period, if 
the creditor is subject to regulation by the filer or is seeking or has sought a business or financial 
arrangement with the filer’s agency or department other than for a credit card or retail installment 
contract, and the original amount of the debt and amount outstanding unless: 



    (i) the debt is promised or loaned by a bank, savings and loan, or other licensed financial 
institution which loans money in the ordinary course of its business and on terms and interest rates 
generally available to a member of the general public without regard to status as a public official, public 
member, or public employee; or 
    (ii) the debt is promised or loaned by an individual’s family member if the person who promises 
or makes the loan is not acting as the agent or intermediary for someone other than a person named in this 
subitem; and 
   (b) the rate of interest charged the filer or a member of the filer’s immediate family for a debt 
required to be reported in (a); 
  If a discharge of a debt required to be reported in (a) has been made, the date of the transaction must 
be shown. 
  (7) the name of any lobbyist, as defined in Section 2-17-10(13) who is: 
   (a) an immediate family member of the filer; 
   (b) an individual with whom or business with which the filer or a member of the filer’s immediate 
family is associated; 
  (8) if a public official, public member, or public employee receives compensation from an 
individual or business which contracts with the governmental entity with which the public official, public 
member, or public employee serves or is employed, the public official, public member, or public 
employee must report the name and address of that individual or business and the amount of 
compensation paid to the public official, public member, or public employee by that individual or 
business; 
  (9) the source and a brief description of any gifts, including transportation, lodging, food, or 
entertainment received during the preceding calendar year from: 
   (a) a person, if there is reason to believe the donor would not give the gift, gratuity, or favor but 
for the official’s or employee’s office or position; or 
   (b) a person, or from an officer or director of a person, if the public official or public employee has 
reason to believe the person: 
    (i) has or is seeking to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationship with the 
official’s or employee’s agency; or 
    (ii) conducts operations or activities which are regulated by the official’s or employee’s agency 
if the value of the gift is twenty-five dollars or more in a day or if the value totals, in the aggregate, two 
hundred dollars or more in a calendar year. 
 (B) This article does not require the disclosure of economic interests information concerning: 
  (1) a spouse separated pursuant to a court order from the public official, public member, or public 
employee; 
  (2) a former spouse; 
  (3) a campaign contribution that is permitted and reported under Article 13 of this chapter; or 
  (4) matters determined to require confidentiality pursuant to Section 2-17-90(E). 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Sections  28, 29, eff upon approval (became law without 
the Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 
1, 1995. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment, in subsection (A), by Section 28, rewrote paragraphs (3) and (4), and by Section 
29, in paragraph (6)(a), inserted “if the creditor is subject to regulation by the filer or is seeking or has 
sought a business or financial arrangement with the filer’s agency or department”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1125. Exception to reporting requirement for events to which entire legislative body 
invited. 



 Notwithstanding Sections 2-17-90(C) and 8-13-710, the reporting requirement of Section 
8-13-1120(A)(9) does not apply to an event to which a member of the General Assembly is invited by a 
lobbyist’s principal, regardless of whether or not the member attended the event, if the invitation was 
extended to the entire membership of the House, Senate, or General Assembly, and the invitation was 
accepted by the House or Senate Invitations Committee pursuant to House or Senate rules. 
 
HISTORY: 1995 Act No. 6, Section 30, eff upon approval (became law without the Governor’s signature 
January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 1995. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1127. Legislative invitations committees to keep records of invitations accepted; public 
inspection. 
 The House and Senate Invitations Committees shall keep an updated list of invitations accepted by the 
body. The list must be available for public inspection during regular business hours. 
 
HISTORY: 1995 Act No. 6, Section 31, eff upon approval (became law without the Governor’s signature 
January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 1995. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1130. Report on names of, and purchases by, lobbyists. 
 In addition to the statement of economic interests required pursuant to Section 8-13-1110, a person 
required to file the statement shall further report to the appropriate supervisory office the name of any 
person he knows to be a lobbyist as defined in Section 2-17-10(13) or a lobbyist’s principal as defined in 
Section 2-17-10(14) and knows that the lobbyist or lobbyist’s principal has in the previous calendar year 
purchased from the filer, a member of the filer’s immediate family, an individual with whom the filer is 
associated, or a business with which the filer is associated, goods or services in an amount in excess of 
two hundred dollars. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1140. Filing of updated statement. 
 A person required to file a statement of economic interests under this chapter annually shall file, 
pursuant to Section 8-13-365, an updated statement for the previous calendar year, no later than noon on 
March thirtieth of each calendar year. If the person has filed the description by name, amount, and 
schedule of payments of a continuing arrangement relating to an item required to be reported under this 
article, an updating statement need not be filed for each payment under the continuing arrangement, but 
only if the arrangement is terminated or altered. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2013 Act No. 61, Section 8, eff June 25, 2013. 
Editor’s Note 
2013 Act No. 61, Sections  11, 14, provide as follows: 
“SECTION 11. In order to educate various parties regarding the provisions contained in this act, the 
following notifications must be made: 
“(1) The State Election Commission must notify each county election commission of the provisions of 
this act. 
“(2) The State Election Commission must post the provisions of this act on its website. 
“(3) Each state party executive committee must notify their respective county executive parties of the 
provisions of this act.” 
“SECTION 14. This act takes effect upon preclearance approval by the United States Department of 
Justice or approval by a declaratory judgment issued by the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia, whichever occurs first.” 



The amendment by 2013 Act No. 61 became effective June 25, 2013, see South Carolina Libertarian 
Party v. South Carolina State Election Com’n, 407 S.C. 612, 757 S.E.2d 707 (2014). 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2013 amendment rewrote the first sentence. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1150. Filing of statement by certain consultants. 
 A consultant must file a statement for the previous calendar year with the appropriate supervisory 
office no later than twenty-one days after entering into a contractual relationship with the State or a 
political subdivision of the State and must file an update within ten days from the date the consultant 
knows or should have known that new economic interests in an entity have arisen in which the consultant 
or a member of the consultant’s immediate family has economic interests: 
  (1) where the entity’s bid was evaluated by the consultant and who was subsequently awarded the 
contract by the State, county, municipality, or a political subdivision of any of these entities that 
contracted with the consultant; or 
  (2) where the entity was awarded a contract by the consultant. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 32, eff upon approval (became law without the 
Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 
1995. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment deleted “of economic interests” following “must file a statement” at the beginning 
of the section. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1160. Forwarding of copies of statement to State Ethics Commission and filing person’s 
county of residence. 
 (A) The Senate Ethics Committee and the House of Representatives Ethics Committee must forward a 
copy of each statement filed with it to the State Ethics Commission within five business days of receipt. 
 (B) Within five business days of receipt, a copy of all statements of economic interests received by the 
State Ethics Commission must be forwarded to the clerk of court in the county of residence of the filing 
official or employee. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 33, eff upon approval (became law without the 
Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 
1995. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment substituted “five” for “two” preceding “business days of receipt” in two instances. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1170. Technical violations of disclosure requirements; extensions of time for filing 
statements. 
 (A) The appropriate supervisory office may, in its discretion, determine that errors or omissions on 
statements of economic interests are inadvertent and unintentional and not an effort to violate a 
requirement of this chapter and may be handled as technical violations not subject to the provisions of this 
chapter pertaining to ethical violations. Technical violations must remain confidential unless requested to 
be made public by the public official, public member, or public employee filing the statement. In lieu of 
all other penalties, the appropriate supervisory office may assess a technical violations penalty not 
exceeding fifty dollars. 
 (B) The appropriate supervisory office may grant a reasonable extension of time for filing a statement 
of economic interests. The extension may not exceed thirty days except in cases of illness or 
incapacitation. 



 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1180. Soliciting of contributions by elective official or agent from employees; favoritism 
by public official or employee towards employees making contributions. 
 (A) An elective official or the elective official’s agent may not knowingly solicit a contribution from an 
employee in the elective official’s area of official responsibility. 
 (B) A public official or public employee may not provide an advantage or disadvantage to a public 
employee or applicant for public employment concerning employment, conditions of employment, or 
application for employment based on the employee’s or applicant’s contribution, promise to contribute, or 
failure to contribute to a candidate, a political party, as defined in Section 8-13-1300(26) or a committee, 
as defined in Section 8-13-1300(6). 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 

ARTICLE 13 
Campaign Practices 

Editor’s Note 
Former Article 13, which consisted of Sections 8-13-1010 and 8-13-1020, was repealed by 1991 Act No. 
248, Section 3, effective January 1, 1992. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1300. Definitions. 
 As used in this article: 
 (1) “Appropriate supervisory office” means: 
  (a) the State Ethics Commission for all candidates for public office in this State except for members 
or staff, including staff elected to serve as officers of or candidates for the office of State Senator or State 
Representative; 
  (b) the Senate Ethics Committee for members or staff, including staff elected to serve as officers, of 
or candidates for the office of State Senator, and the House of Representatives Ethics Committee for 
members or staff, including staff elected to serve as officers, of or candidates for the office of State 
Representative; 
  (c) the State Ethics Commission for all committees, except legislative caucus committees, supporting 
or opposing a ballot measure or supporting or opposing a candidate; 
  (d) the Senate Ethics Committee for all legislative caucus committees and legislative special interest 
caucuses affiliated with the Senate, the House of Representatives Ethics Committee for all legislative 
caucus committees and legislative special interest caucuses affiliated with the House of Representatives, 
and both ethics committees for all legislative caucus committees and legislative special interest caucuses 
affiliated with both houses. 
 (2) “Ballot measure” means a referendum, proposition, or measure submitted to voters for their 
approval. 
 (3) “Business” means a corporation, partnership, proprietorship, firm, an enterprise, a franchise, an 
association, organization, or a self-employed individual. 
 (4) “Candidate” means: (a) a person who seeks appointment, nomination for election, or election to a 
statewide or local office, or authorizes or knowingly permits the collection or disbursement of money for 
the promotion of his candidacy or election; (b) a person who is exploring whether or not to seek election 
at the state or local level; or (c) a person on whose behalf write-in votes are solicited if the person has 
knowledge of such solicitation. “Candidate” does not include a candidate within the meaning of Section 
431(b) of the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1976. 



 (5) “Charitable organization” means an organization described in Title 26, Section 170(c) of the United 
States Code as it currently exists or as it may be amended. 
 (6) “Committee” means an association, a club, an organization, or a group of persons which, to 
influence the outcome of an elective office, receives contributions or makes expenditures in excess of five 
hundred dollars in the aggregate during an election cycle. It also means a person who, to influence the 
outcome of an elective office, makes: 
  (a) contributions aggregating at least twenty-five thousand dollars during an election cycle to or at 
the request of a candidate or a committee, or a combination of them; or 
  (b) independent expenditures aggregating five hundred dollars or more during an election cycle for 
the election or defeat of a candidate. 
  “Committee” includes a party committee, a legislative caucus committee, a noncandidate committee, 
or a committee that is not a campaign committee for a candidate but that is organized for the purpose of 
influencing an election. 
 (7) “Contribution” means a gift, subscription, loan, guarantee upon which collection is made, 
forgiveness of a loan, an advance, in-kind contribution or expenditure, a deposit of money, or anything of 
value made to a candidate or committee to influence an election; or payment or compensation for the 
personal service of another person which is rendered for any purpose to a candidate or committee without 
charge, whether any of the above are made or offered directly or indirectly. “Contribution” does not 
include (a) volunteer personal services on behalf of a candidate or committee for which the volunteer or 
any person acting on behalf of or instead of the volunteer receives no compensation either in cash or 
in-kind, directly or indirectly, from any source; or (b) a gift, subscription, loan, guarantee upon which 
collection is made, forgiveness of a loan, an advance, in-kind contribution or expenditure, a deposit of 
money, or anything of value made to a committee, other than a candidate committee, and is used to pay 
for communications made not more than forty-five days before the election to influence the outcome of an 
elective office as defined in Section 8-13-1300(31)(c). These funds must be deposited in an account 
separate from a campaign account as required in Section 8-13-1312. 
 (8) “Corporation” means an entity organized in the corporate form under federal law or the laws of any 
state. 
 (9) “Election” means: 
  (a) a general, special, primary, or runoff election; 
  (b) a convention or caucus of a political party held to nominate a candidate; or 
  (c) the election of delegates to a constitutional convention for proposing amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States or the Constitution of this State. 
 (10) “Election cycle” means the period of a term of office beginning on the day after the general 
election for the office, up to and including the following general election for the same office, including a 
primary, special primary, or special election; however, the contribution limits under Sections 8-13-1314 
and 8-13-1316 apply only to elections occurring on or after January 1, 1992, and are for each primary, 
runoff, or special election in which a candidate has opposition and for each general election. If the 
candidate remains unopposed during an election cycle, one contribution limit shall apply. 
 (11) “Elective office” means an office at the state, county, municipal or political subdivision level. For 
the purposes of this article, the term ‘elective office’ does not include an office under the unified judicial 
system except for purposes of campaign practices, campaign disclosure, and disclosure of economic 
interests. “Elective office” includes the office of probate judge. 
 (12) “Expenditure” means a purchase, payment, loan, forgiveness of a loan, an advance, in-kind 
contribution or expenditure, a deposit, transfer of funds, gift of money, or anything of value for any 
purpose. 
 (13) “Expenditures incurred” means an amount owed to a creditor for purchase of delivered goods or 
completed services. 
 (14) “Family member” means an individual who is: 
  (a) the spouse, parent, brother, sister, child, mother-in-law, father-in-law, son-in-law, 
daughter-in-law, grandparent, or grandchild; or 



  (b) a member of the individual’s immediate family. 
 (15) “Gift” means anything of value, including entertainment, food, beverage, travel, and lodging given 
for pay to a public official or public employee to the extent that consideration of equal or greater value is 
not received. A gift includes a rebate or discount on the price of anything of value unless it is made in the 
ordinary course of business without regard to that person’s status. A gift does not include campaign 
contributions accepted pursuant to this article. 
 (16) “Immediate family” means: 
  (a) a child residing in a candidate’s, public official’s, public member’s, or public employee’s 
household; 
  (b) a spouse of a candidate, public official, public member, or public employee; or 
  (c) an individual claimed by the candidate, public official, public member, or public employee or 
the candidate’s, public official’s, public member’s, or public employee’s spouse as a dependent for 
income tax purposes. 
 (17) “Independent expenditure” means: 
  (a) an expenditure made directly or indirectly by a person to advocate the election or defeat of a 
clearly identified candidate or ballot measure; and 
  (b) when taken as a whole and in context, the expenditure made by a person to influence the outcome 
of an elective office or ballot measure but which is not: 
   (i) made to; 
   (ii) controlled by; 
   (iii) coordinated with; 
   (iv) requested by; or 
   (v) made upon consultation with a candidate or an agent of a candidate; or a committee or agent of 
a committee; or a ballot measure committee or an agent of a ballot measure committee. 
 Expenditures by party committees or expenditures by legislative caucus committees based upon party 
affiliation are considered to be controlled by, coordinated with, requested by, or made upon consultation 
with a candidate or an agent of a candidate. 
 (18) “Individual” means one human being. 
 (19) “Individual with whom he is associated” means an individual with whom the person or a member 
of his immediate family mutually has an interest in a business of which the person or a member of his 
immediate family is a director, an officer, owner, employee, a compensated agent, or holder of stock 
worth one hundred thousand dollars or more at fair market value and which constitutes five percent or 
more of the total outstanding stock of any class. 
 (20) “In-kind contribution or expenditure” means goods or services which are provided to or by a 
person at no charge or for less than their fair market value. 
 (21) “Legislative caucus committee” means: 
  (a) a committee of either house of the General Assembly controlled by the caucus of a political party 
or a caucus based upon racial or ethnic affinity, or gender; however, each house may establish only one 
committee for each political, racial, ethnic, or gender-based affinity; 
  (b) a party or group of either house of the General Assembly based upon racial or ethnic affinity, or 
gender; 
  (c) “legislative caucus committee” does not include a “legislative special interest caucus” as defined 
in Section 2-17-10(21). 
 (22) “Loan” means a transfer of money, property, guarantee, or anything of value in exchange for an 
obligation, conditional or not, to repay in whole or in part. 
 (23) “Noncandidate committee” means a committee that is not a campaign committee for a candidate 
but is organized to influence an election or to support or oppose a candidate or public official, which 
receives contributions or makes expenditures in excess of five hundred dollars in the aggregate during an 
election cycle. “Noncandidate committee” does not include political action committees that contribute 
solely to federal campaigns. 
 (24) “Party committee” means a committee established by a political party. 



 (25) “Person” means an individual, a proprietorship, firm, partnership, joint venture, joint stock 
company, syndicate, business trust, an estate, a company, committee, an association, a corporation, club, 
labor organization, or any other organization or group of persons acting in concert. 
 (26) “Political party” means an association, a committee, or an organization which nominates a 
candidate whose name appears on the election ballot as the candidate of that association, committee, or 
organization. 
 (27) “Public employee” means a person employed by the State, a county, a municipality, or a political 
subdivision thereof. 
 (28) “Public official” means an elected or appointed official of the State, a county, a municipality or a 
political subdivision thereof, including candidates for the office. However, “public official” does not 
mean a member of the judiciary except for purposes of campaign financing. A probate judge is considered 
a public official and must meet the requirements of this article. 
 (29) “Statewide office” means an elective office other than a federal office eligible to be voted upon by 
all electors of the State. 
 (30) “Transfer” means the movement or exchange of funds or anything of value between committees 
and candidates except the disposition of surplus funds or material assets by a candidate to a party 
committee, as provided in this article. 
 (31) “Influence the outcome of an elective office” means: 
  (a) expressly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate using words including 
or substantially similar to “vote for”, “elect”, “cast your ballot for”, “Smith for Governor”, “vote against”, 
“ defeat”, or “reject”; 
  (b) communicating campaign slogans or individual words that, taken in context, have no other 
reasonable meaning other than to urge the election or defeat of a clearly identified candidate including or 
substantially similar to slogans or words such as “Smith’s the One”, “Jones 2000”, “Smith/Jones”, 
“Jones!”, or “Smith-A man for the People!”; or 
  (c) any communication made, not more than forty-five days before an election, which promotes or 
supports a candidate or attacks or opposes a candidate, regardless of whether the communication 
expressly advocates a vote for or against a candidate. For purposes of this paragraph, “communication” 
means (i) any paid advertisement or purchased program time broadcast over television or radio; (ii) any 
paid message conveyed through telephone banks, direct mail, or electronic mail; or (iii) any paid 
advertisement that costs more than five thousand dollars that is conveyed through a communication 
medium other than those set forth in subsections (i) or (ii) of this paragraph. “Communication” does not 
include news, commentary, or editorial programming or article, or communication to an organization’s 
own members. 
 (32) “Ballot measure committee” means: 
  (a) an association, club, an organization, or a group of persons which, to influence the outcome of a 
ballot measure, receives contributions or makes expenditures in excess of two thousand five hundred 
dollars in the aggregate during an election cycle; 
  (b) a person, other than an individual, who, to influence the outcome of a ballot measure, makes 
contributions aggregating at least fifty thousand dollars during an election cycle to or at the request of a 
ballot measure committee; or 
  (c) a person, other than an individual, who, to influence the outcome of a ballot measure, makes 
independent expenditures aggregating two thousand five hundred dollars or more during an election 
cycle. 
 (33) “Coordinated with” means discussion or negotiation between a candidate or a candidate’s agent 
and: 
  (a) a person; 
  (b) an agent of a person; 
  (c) any other agent of a candidate; or 
  (d) any combination of these concerning, but not limited to, a political communication’s: 



   (1) contents, including the specific wording of print, broadcast, or telephone communications; 
appearance of print or broadcast communications; the message or theme of print or broadcast 
communications; 
   (2) timing, including the proximity to general or primary elections, proximity to other political 
communications, and proximity to other campaign events; 
   (3) location, including the proximity to other political communications, or geographical targeting, 
or both; 
   (4) mode, including the medium (phone, broadcast, print, etc.) of the communication; 
   (5) intended audience, including the demographic or political targeting, or geographical targeting; 
and 
   (6) volume, including the amount, frequency, or size of the political communication. 
 (34) “Operation expenses” means expenditures for salaries and/or fringe benefits for part-time, 
full-time, temporary and/or contract employees; meeting expenses, travel, utilities, communications 
and/or communications equipment whether leased or purchased, printing or printing services, postage, 
food and/or beverage, advertising, consulting services, and/or any other expenditures which are not an 
authorized contribution to a candidate, committee, or ballot measure committee. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Sections  34-38, effective upon approval (became law 
without the Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after 
January 1, 1995; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 22, eff June 26, 2003; 2003 Act No. 76, Sections  19 to 21, 23 
to 27, 54, eff November 3, 2004; 2006 Act No. 344, Sections  3, 4, eff May 31, 2006; 2008 Act No. 245, 
Section 3, eff May 29, 2008. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment, by Section 34, in paragraph (4), inserted the second sentence regarding write-in 
candidates; by Section 35, in paragraph (7), deleted “or ballot measure” following “influence an election”; 
by Section 36, in paragraph (9), inserted item (d); by Section 37, in paragraph (17), item (a), inserted “or 
ballot measure”; and by Section 38, in paragraph (23), deleted “or ballot measure” following “public 
official,” in the first sentence. 
The 2003 amendment by Act 76, Section 22 (eff June 26, 2003), in paragraph (9), deleted item (d) which 
read “a ballot measure” and by Sections  19, 20, 21, 23 and 54 (eff November 3, 2004), rewrote items (4), 
(6), (7), (17) and (21) respectively, and by Sections  24 to 27 (eff November 3, 2004) added items (31) to 
(34). 
The 2006 amendment, in subparagraph (1)(d), added the references to legislative special interest 
caucuses; and added subparagraph (21)(c). 
The 2008 amendment, in subitems (1)(a) and (b), added “or staff, including staff elected to serve as 
officers,”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1302. Maintenance of records of contributions, contributors, and expenditures. 
 (A) A candidate, committee, or ballot measure committee must maintain and preserve an account of: 
  (1) the total amount of contributions accepted by the candidate, committee, or ballot measure 
committee; 
  (2) the name and address of each person making a contribution and the amount and date of receipt of 
each contribution; 
  (3) the total amount of expenditures made by or on behalf of the candidate, committee, or ballot 
measure committee; 
  (4) the name and address of each person to whom an expenditure is made including the date, amount, 
purpose, and beneficiary of the expenditure; 
  (5) all receipted bills, canceled checks, or other proof of payment for each expenditure; and 
  (6) the occupation of each person making a contribution. 



 (B) The candidate, committee, or ballot measure committee must maintain and preserve all receipted 
bills and accounts required by this article for four years. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 28, eff November 3, 2004. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment, in subsection (A)(2), inserted “the amount and” following “contribution and”; 
added subsection (A)(6) relating to “the occupation of each person making a contribution”; inserted “, or 
ballot measure committee” following “committee” throughout this section; and made other 
nonsubstantive changes. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1304. Committees receiving and spending funds to influence elections required to file 
statement of organization. 
 (A) A committee, except an out-of-state committee, which receives or expends more than five hundred 
dollars in the aggregate during an election cycle to influence the outcome of an elective office must file a 
statement of organization with the State Ethics Commission no later than five days after receiving the 
contribution or making the expenditure. An out-of-state committee which expends more than five hundred 
dollars in the aggregate during an election cycle to influence the outcome of an elective office must file a 
statement of organization with the State Ethics Commission no later than five days after making the 
expenditure. 
 (B) A ballot measure committee, except an out-of-state ballot measure committee, which receives or 
expends more than two thousand five hundred dollars in the aggregate during an election cycle to 
influence the outcome of a ballot measure must file a statement of organization with the State Ethics 
Commission no later than five days after receiving the contribution or making the expenditure. An 
out-of-state ballot measure committee which expends more than two thousand five hundred dollars in the 
aggregate during an election cycle to influence the outcome of a ballot measure must file a statement of 
organization with the State Ethics Commission no later than five days after making the expenditure. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 29, eff November 3, 2004. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment designated the existing paragraph as subsection (A), deleted “or ballot measure” 
following “elective office” twice in the existing paragraph, and added subsection (B) relating to ballot 
measure committees requirement to file a statement of organization when receiving and spending funds to 
influence elections. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1306. Contents of statement of organization. 
 (A) The statement of organization of a committee or a ballot measure committee must include: 
  (1) the full name of the committee or ballot measure committee; 
  (2) the complete address and telephone number of the committee or ballot measure committee; 
  (3) the date the committee or ballot measure committee was organized; 
  (4) a summary of the purpose of the committee or ballot measure committee; 
  (5) the name and address of a corporation or an organization that sponsors the committee or ballot 
measure committee or is affiliated with the committee or ballot measure committee. If the committee or 
ballot measure committee is not sponsored by or affiliated with a corporation or an organization, the 
committee or ballot measure committee must specify the trade, profession, or primary interest of 
contributors to the committee or ballot measure committee; 
  (6) the name and address of affiliated committees, as defined in Section 8-13-1331; 
  (7) the full name, address, telephone number, occupation, and principal place of business of the 
chairman and treasurer of the committee or ballot measure committee; 



  (8) the full name, address, telephone number, occupation, and principal place of business of the 
custodian of the books and accounts, if the custodian is not one of the designated officers; 
  (9) the full name and address of the depository in which the committee or ballot measure committee 
maintains its campaign account and the number of the account; and 
  (10) a certification of the statement by the chairman and the treasurer. 
 (B) The name of the committee or ballot measure committee designated on the statement of 
organization must incorporate the full name of the sponsoring entity, if any. An acronym or abbreviation 
may be used in other communications if the acronym or abbreviation commonly is known or clearly 
recognized by the general public. 
 (C) The chairman must notify the State Ethics Commission in writing of a change in information 
previously reported in a statement of organization no later than ten business days after the change. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 30, eff June 26, 2003; 2008 Act No. 245, 
Section 6, eff May 29, 2008. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment added “, or ballot measure committee” following “committee”, and substituted “the 
custodian is not one of” for “other than” in subsection (A)(7); and made nonsubstantive changes 
throughout this section. 
The 2008 amendment added paragraph (A)(6) and redesignated paragraphs (A)(6) to (9) as paragraphs 
(A)(7) to (10). 
 
SECTION 8-13-1308. Filing of certified campaign reports by candidates and committees. 
 (A) Upon the receipt or expenditure of campaign contributions or the making of independent 
expenditures totaling an accumulated aggregate of five hundred dollars or more, a candidate or committee 
required to file a statement of organization pursuant to Section 8-13-1304(A) must file an initial certified 
campaign report within ten days of these initial receipts or expenditures. However, a candidate who does 
not receive or expend campaign contributions totaling an accumulated aggregate of five hundred dollars 
or more must file an initial certified campaign report fifteen days before an election. 
 (B) Following the filing of an initial certified campaign report, additional certified campaign reports 
must be filed within ten days following the end of each calendar quarter in which contributions are 
received or expenditures are made, whether before or after an election until the campaign account 
undergoes final disbursement pursuant to the provisions of Section 8-13-1370. 
 (C) Campaign reports filed by a candidate must be certified by the candidate. Campaign reports filed 
by a committee must be certified by a duly authorized officer of the committee. 
 (D)(1) At least fifteen days before an election, a certified campaign report must be filed showing 
contributions of more than one hundred dollars and expenditures to or by the candidate or committee for 
the period ending twenty days before the election. The candidate or committee must maintain a current 
list during the period before the election commencing at the beginning of the calendar quarter of the 
election of all contributions of more than one hundred dollars and expenditures. The list must be open to 
public inspection upon request. 
  (2) A committee immediately shall file a campaign report listing expenditures if it makes an 
independent expenditure or an incurred expenditure within the calendar quarter in which the election is 
conducted or twenty days before the election, whichever period of time is greater, in excess of: 
   (a) ten thousand dollars in the case of a candidate for statewide office; or 
   (b) two thousand dollars in the case of a candidate for any other office. 
  (3) In the event of a runoff election, candidates or committees are not required to file another 
campaign report in addition to the reports already required under this section. However, records must 
remain open to public inspection upon request between the election and the runoff. 
 (E) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (B) and (D), if a pre-election campaign report 
provided for in subsection (D) is required to be filed within thirty days of the end of the prior quarter, a 



candidate or committee must combine the quarterly report provided for in subsection (B) and the 
pre-election report and file the combined report subject to the provisions of subsection (D) no later than 
fifteen days before the election. 
 (F) Certified campaign reports detailing campaign contributions and expenditures must contain: 
  (1) the total of contributions accepted by the candidate or committee; 
  (2) the name and address of each person making a contribution of more than one hundred dollars and 
the amount and date of receipt of each contribution; 
  (3) the total expenditures made by or on behalf of the candidate or committee; 
  (4) the name and address of each person to whom an expenditure is made from campaign funds, 
including the date, amount, purpose, and beneficiary of the expenditure. 
 (G) Notwithstanding any other reporting requirements in this chapter, a political party, legislative 
caucus committee, and a party committee must file a certified campaign report upon the receipt of 
anything of value which totals in the aggregate five hundred dollars or more. For purposes of this section, 
“anything of value” includes contributions received which may be used for the payment of operation 
expenses of a political party, legislative caucus committee, or a party committee. A political party also 
must comply with the reporting requirements of subsections (B), (C), and (F) of Section 8-13-1308 in the 
same manner as a candidate or committee. 
 (H) A committee that solicits contributions pursuant to Section 8-13-1331 must certify compliance with 
that section on a form prescribed by the State Ethics Commission. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 39, eff upon approval (became law without the 
Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 
1995; 2003 Act No. 76, Sections  31 to 34, eff November 3, 2004; 2008 Act No. 245, Section 7, eff May 
29, 2008. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment added subsection (E) and redesignated former subsection (E) as (F). 
The 2003 amendment, in subsection (A), in the first sentence, added “or the making of independent 
expenditures” after “campaign contributions” and in the second sentence, deleted “or a committee” 
following “candidate”; in subsection (D)(1) inserted “and expenditures” following “one hundred dollars”; 
in subsection (F)(2) added “amount and” preceding “date of receipt”; and added subsection (G) relating to 
filing a certified campaign report by a political party upon receipt of anything of value in the amount of 
five hundred dollars or more. 
The 2008 amendment added subsection (H) relating to certification of compliance. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1309. Certified campaign reports; filing; contents. 
 (A) Upon the receipt or expenditure of campaign contributions or the making of independent 
expenditures totaling, in an accumulated aggregate, two thousand five hundred dollars or more, a ballot 
measure committee required to file a statement of organization pursuant to Section 8-13-1304(B) must 
file an initial certified campaign report within ten days of these initial receipts or expenditures. 
 (B) Following the filing of an initial certified campaign report, additional certified campaign reports 
must be filed within ten days following the end of each calendar quarter in which contributions are 
received or expenditures are made, whether before or after a ballot measure election until the campaign 
account undergoes final disbursement pursuant to the provisions of Section 8-13-1370(C). 
 (C) At least fifteen days before a ballot measure election, a certified campaign report must be filed 
showing contributions of more than one hundred dollars and expenditures to or by the ballot measure 
committee for the period ending twenty days before the ballot measure election. The ballot measure 
committee must maintain a current list during the period before the ballot measure election commencing 
at the beginning of the calendar quarter of the election of all contributions of more than one hundred 
dollars. The list must be open to public inspection upon request. 



 (D) Notwithstanding the provisions of subsections (B) and (C), if a pre-election campaign report 
provided for in subsection (C) is required to be filed within thirty days of the end of the prior quarter, a 
ballot measure committee must combine the quarterly report provided for in subsection (B) and the 
pre-election report and file the combined report subject to the provisions of subsection (C) no later than 
fifteen days before the ballot measure election. 
 (E) Certified campaign reports detailing campaign contributions and expenditures must contain: 
  (1) the total amount of contributions accepted by the ballot measure committee; 
  (2) the name and address of each person making a contribution of more than one hundred dollars and 
the amount and date of receipt of each contribution; 
  (3) the total amount of expenditures made by or on behalf of the ballot measure committee; and 
  (4) the name and address of each person to whom an expenditure is made from campaign funds, 
including the date, amount, purpose, and beneficiary of the expenditure. 
 
HISTORY: 2003 Act No. 76, Section 35, eff November 3, 2004. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1310. Recipients of certified campaign reports and copies thereof; State Ethics 
Commission review. 
 (A) All persons required to file certified campaign reports pursuant to the provisions of this article must 
file those reports with the appropriate supervisory office. 
 (B) The Ethics Committees of the Senate and the House of Representatives must forward a copy of 
each statement filed with them to the State Ethics Commission within five business days of receipt. 
 (C) Within five days of receipt, a copy of all campaign reports received by the State Ethics 
Commission must be forwarded to the clerk of court in the county of residence of the person required to 
file. 
 (D) As provided in Section 8-13-1372, the State Ethics Commission must review all statements for 
inadvertent and unintentional errors or omissions. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Sections  40, 41, eff upon approval (became law without 
the Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 
1, 1995; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 36, eff June 26, 2003. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment, by Section 40, in subsection (B), substituted “five business days” for “two 
business days”; and by Section 41, in subsection (C), substituted “five days” for “two days”. 
The 2003 amendment, in subsection (C), deleted “State Election Commission and the” preceding “clerk”, 
in subsection (D) substituted “Ethics Commission” for “Election Commission” and deleted “forwarded to 
it by the State Ethics Commission” after “statement”, and made nonsubstantive changes throughout. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1312. Campaign bank accounts. 
 Except as is required for the separation of funds and expenditures under the provisions of Section 
8-13-1300(7), a candidate shall not establish more than one campaign checking account and one 
campaign savings account for each office sought, and a committee shall not establish more than one 
checking account and one savings account unless federal or state law requires additional accounts. For 
purposes of this article, certificates of deposit or other interest bearing instruments are not considered 
separate accounts. A candidate’s accounts must be established in a financial institution that conducts 
business within the State and in an office located within the State that conducts business with the general 
public. The candidate or a duly authorized officer of a committee must maintain the accounts in the name 
of the candidate or committee. An acronym must not be used in the case of a candidate’s accounts. An 
acronym or abbreviation may be used in the case of a committee’s accounts if the acronym or 
abbreviation commonly is known or clearly recognized by the general public. Except as otherwise 
provided under Section 8-13-1348(C), expenses paid on behalf of a candidate or committee must be 



drawn from the campaign account and issued on a check signed by the candidate or a duly authorized 
officer of a committee. All contributions received by the candidate or committee, directly or indirectly, 
must be deposited in the campaign account by the candidate or committee within ten days after receipt. 
All contributions received by an agent of a candidate or committee must be forwarded to the candidate or 
committee not later than five days after receipt. A contribution must not be deposited until the candidate 
or committee receives information regarding the name and address of the contributor. If the name and 
address cannot be determined within seven days after receipt, the contribution must be remitted to the 
Children’s Trust Fund. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 37, eff November 3, 2004. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment, in the first sentence, added “Except as is required for the separation of funds and 
expenditures under the provisions of Section 8-13-1300(7),” at the beginning, substituted “shall” for 
“may” twice and made nonsubstantive changes, and in the last sentence substituted “seven” for “ten”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1314. Campaign contribution limits and restrictions. 
 (A) Within an election cycle, no candidate or anyone acting on his behalf shall solicit or accept, and no 
person shall give or offer to give to a candidate or person acting on the candidate’s behalf: 
  (1) a contribution which exceeds: 
   (a) three thousand five hundred dollars in the case of a candidate for statewide office; or 
   (b) one thousand dollars in the case of a candidate for any other office; 
  (2) a cash contribution from an individual unless the cash contribution does not exceed twenty-five 
dollars and is accompanied by a record of the amount of the contribution and the name and address of the 
contributor; 
  (3) a contribution from, whether directly or indirectly, a registered lobbyist if that lobbyist engages in 
lobbying the public office or public body for which the candidate is seeking election; 
  (4) contributions for two elective offices simultaneously, except as provided in Section 8-13-1318. 
 (B) The restrictions on contributions in subsections (A)(1) and (A)(2) do not apply to a candidate 
making a contribution to his own campaign. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 38, eff November 3, 2004. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment, in the introductory paragraph of subsection (A), added “, and no person shall give 
or offer to give to a candidate or person acting on the candidate’s behalf” following “accept”, and in 
subsection (A)(3) added “, whether directly or indirectly,” preceding “a registered lobbyist”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1316. Restrictions on campaign contributions received from political parties; exception 
for multi-candidate promotions. 
 (A) Notwithstanding Section 8-13-1314(A)(1), within an election cycle, a candidate may not accept or 
receive contributions from a political party through its party committees or legislative caucus committees, 
and a political party through its party committees or legislative caucus committees may not give to a 
candidate contributions which total in the aggregate more than: 
  (1) fifty thousand dollars in the case of a candidate for statewide office; or 
  (2) five thousand dollars in the case of a candidate for any other office. 
 (B) The recipient of a contribution given in violation of subsection (A) may not keep the contribution, 
but within seven days must remit the contribution to the Children’s Trust Fund. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 39, eff November 3, 2004. 



Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment, in the introductory paragraph of subsection (A), added “Notwithstanding Section 
8-13-1314(A)(1),” at the beginning, added “, and a political party through its party committees or 
legislative caucus committees may not give to a candidate contributions” preceding “which total”, and 
made a nonsubstantive change; and replaced existing subsection (B) relating to expenditures of 
multi-candidate promotions with new subsection (B) relating to remittance of unauthorized contributions 
to the “Children’s Trust Fund”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1318. Acceptance of contributions to retire campaign debt; limits; reporting 
requirements. 
 If a candidate has a debt from a campaign for an elective office, the candidate may accept contributions 
to retire the debt, even if the candidate accepts contributions for another elective office or the same 
elective office during a subsequent election cycle, as long as those contributions accepted to retire the 
debt are: 
  (1) within the contribution limits applicable to the last election in which the candidate sought the 
elective office for which the debt was incurred; and 
  (2) reported as provided in this article. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1320. Contributions within specified period after primary, special, or general election 
attributed to that primary or election. 
 For purposes of this article: 
  (1) A contribution made on or before the seventh day after a primary or primary runoff is attributed 
to the primary or primary runoff, respectively. 
  (2) A contribution made on or before the end of the quarter immediately following a general election 
or special election is attributed to the general election or special election, respectively. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1322. Dollar limits on contributions to committees. 
 (A) A person may not contribute to a committee and a committee may not accept from a person 
contributions aggregating more than three thousand five hundred dollars in a calendar year. 
 (B) A person may not contribute to a committee and a committee may not accept from a person a cash 
contribution unless the cash contribution does not exceed twenty-five dollars for each election and is 
accompanied by a record of the amount of the contribution and the name and address of the contributor. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1324. Anonymous campaign contributions. 
 (A) A person shall not make an anonymous contribution to a candidate, committee, or ballot measure 
committee, and a candidate, committee, or ballot measure committee shall not accept an anonymous 
contribution from an individual except at a ticketed event where food or beverages are served or where 
political merchandise is distributed and where the price of the ticket is twenty-five dollars or less and goes 
toward defraying the cost of food, beverages, or political merchandise in whole or in part. 
 (B) The recipient of an anonymous contribution given in violation of subsection (A) or the recipient of 
any other anonymous contribution shall not keep the contribution but within seven days must remit the 
contribution to the Children’s Trust Fund. 



 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 40, eff June 26, 2003. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment, in subsection (A), added “, or ballot measure committee” twice after “committee” 
and in subsections (A) and (B) substituted “shall” for “may” and made nonsubstantive changes. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1326. Loans to candidates considered contributions; limitations; exceptions. 
 (A) A loan is considered a contribution from the maker or the guarantors of the loan and is subject to 
the contribution limitations of this article. 
 (B) A loan to a candidate must be by written agreement. 
 (C) The proceeds of a loan made to a candidate under the following conditions are not subject to the 
contribution limits of this article: 
  (1) by a commercial lending institution; 
  (2) in the regular course of business; 
  (3) on the same terms ordinarily available to members of the public; and 
  (4) secured or guaranteed upon which collection is not made. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1328. Limits on repayment of loans from candidate or family members to campaign. 
 (A) A candidate for statewide office or the candidate’s family member must not be repaid, for a loan 
made to the candidate, more than twenty-five thousand dollars in the aggregate after the election. 
 (B) A candidate for an elective office other than those specified in subsection (A) or a family member 
of a candidate for an elective office other than those specified in subsection (A) must not be repaid, for a 
loan made to the candidate, more than ten thousand dollars in the aggregate after the election. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1330. Contributions by spouses or parent and child. 
 Contributions by each spouse are considered separate contributions and are not attributable to the other 
spouse. Contributions by unemancipated children under eighteen years of age are considered 
contributions by their parents. Fifty percent of the contributions are attributed to each parent, or in the 
case of a single custodial parent, the total amount is attributed to the custodial parent. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1331. Solicitation of contributions by corporations from shareholders, executive 
personnel, and certain related corporate entities. 
 Notwithstanding Section 8-13-1332(3), a corporation or committee of a corporation may solicit the 
shareholders and executive or administrative personnel of the corporation and its subsidiaries, branches, 
divisions, affiliates and their families. For purposes of this section, all committees established, financed, 
maintained, or controlled by the same corporation, including any direct or indirect parent, subsidiary, 
branch, or division thereof, are affiliated. With respect to a corporation or committee of a corporation that 
solicits contributions pursuant to this section, contributions made or received by affiliated committees are 
considered to be made or received by a single committee for purposes of contribution limits in Sections 
8-13-1314 and 8-13-1322. A corporation or committee of a corporation that solicits contributions 
pursuant to this section must certify in the manner prescribed by Section 8-13-1308(H) that contributions 



made or received by the committee and its affiliated committees, if any, have complied with contribution 
limits in Sections 8-13-1314 and 8-13-1322 as if the committee and its affiliated committees, if any, were 
a single committee. 
 
HISTORY: 2008 Act No. 245, Section 5, eff May 29, 2008. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1332. Unlawful contributions and expenditures. 
 It is unlawful for: 
 (1) a committee or ballot measure committee to make a contribution or expenditure by using: 
  (a) anything of value secured by physical force, job discrimination, financial reprisals, or threat of 
the same; 
  (b) dues, fees, or other monies required as a condition of membership in a labor organization, or as a 
condition of employment; or 
  (c) monies obtained by the committee or the ballot measure committee in a commercial transaction; 
 (2) a person to solicit an employee for a contribution and fail to inform the employee of the political 
purposes of the committee or ballot measure committee and of the employee’s right to refuse to contribute 
without any advantage or promise of an advantage conditioned upon making the contribution or reprisal 
or threat of reprisal related to the failure to make the contribution; 
 (3) a corporation or committee of a corporation to solicit contributions to the corporation or committee 
from a person other than its shareholders, directors, executive or administrative personnel, and their 
families, except as provided in Section 8-13-1333. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 41, eff June 26, 2003. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment, in paragraphs (1), (1)(c) and (2), added “or ballot measure committee” after 
“committee”, in paragraph (3), added “, except as provided in Section 8-13-1333.” at the end, and deleted 
paragraph (4) relating to an organization’s solicitation of contributions from others than its members 
being unlawful, and made nonsubstantive changes. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1333. Soliciting contributions from the general public. 
 (A) Not-for-profit corporations and committees formed by not-for-profit corporations may solicit 
contributions from the general public. 
 (B) An organization or a committee of an organization may solicit contributions from the general 
public. 
 (C)(1) A legislative special interest caucus must not solicit contributions as defined in Section 
8-13-100(9), however, it may solicit funds from the general public for the limited purpose of defraying 
mailing expenses, including cost of materials and postage, and for members of the legislative special 
interest caucus to attend regional and national conferences. Legislative special interest caucus members 
may attend a regional or national conference only if the conference is exclusively comprised of legislative 
special interest caucus counterparts and convenes for the purpose of interacting and exchanging ideas 
among caucus members and the conference is sponsored by a national organization with which the 
legislative special interest caucus is affiliated. Attendance at any conference is prohibited if the 
conference is sponsored by any lobbying group or extends an invitation to persons other than legislators. 
Under no circumstances may a legislative special interest caucus accept funds from a lobbyist. Each 
special interest caucus must submit a financial statement to the appropriate supervisory office by January 
first and July first of each year showing the total amount of funds received and total amount of funds paid 
out. It must also maintain the following records, for not less than four years, which must be available to 
the appropriate supervisory office for inspection: 
   (a) the total amount of funds received by the legislative special interest caucus; 



   (b) the name and address of each person or entity making a donation and the amount and date of 
receipt of each donation; 
   (c) all receipted bills, canceled checks, or other proof of payment for any expenses paid by the 
legislative special interest caucus. 
  (2) A legislative special interest caucus may not accept a gift, loan, or anything of value, except for 
funds permitted in subsection (C)(1) above. 
 
HISTORY: 2003 Act No. 76, Section 42, eff June 26, 2003; 2006 Act No. 344, Section 5, eff May 31, 
2006. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2006 amendment added subsection (C) relating to legislative special interest caucuses. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1334. Certain solicitation of contributions by corporations and organizations from 
employees not unlawful. 
 Notwithstanding Section 8-13-1332, a corporation or organization and their committees may through 
biannual seminars or at the time of hiring nonexecutive and nonadministrative personnel provide 
educational materials to such personnel explaining their organization, purposes, and operation and also 
may request contributions to their committees if the committees certify in their reports, as required under 
Section 8-13-1308, that the requirements of Section 8-13-1332 are met. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1336. Accepting or soliciting contributions on State Capitol grounds or in official 
residence prohibited; exception for contributions by mail. 
 (A) No public official, candidate, public employee, or committee may accept or solicit campaign 
contributions on the State Capitol grounds, including the office complexes located on them, or in any 
building which houses the principal office of a statewide officer. 
 (B) No public official, candidate, public employee, or committee may accept or collect campaign 
contributions on the grounds of or in any building which houses the official residence of a statewide 
officer. 
 (C) Contributions delivered by mail are excluded from the provisions of this section. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1338. Persons prohibited from soliciting contributions. 
 (A) The following persons personally may not solicit, verbally or in writing, a contribution to a 
candidate: 
  (1) a law enforcement officer while in uniform; 
  (2) a judge or candidate for judicial office; 
  (3) a solicitor, an assistant solicitor, or an investigator in a solicitor’s office; 
  (4) the Attorney General, a deputy attorney general, an assistant attorney general, or an investigator 
in the Attorney General’s office. 
 (B) The restrictions of subsection (A) on solicitation of contributions do not apply to: 
  (1) a candidate soliciting a contribution to his own campaign; or 
  (2) a part-time assistant solicitor. 
 (C) A law enforcement officer while in uniform may not solicit a contribution to any political party or 
candidate. 
 



HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1340. Restrictions on contributions by one candidate to another; committees established, 
financed, maintained, or controlled by a candidate. 
 (A) Except as provided in subsections (B) and (E), a candidate or public official shall not make a 
contribution to another candidate or make an independent expenditure on behalf of another candidate or 
public official from the candidate’s or public official’s campaign account or through a committee, except 
legislative caucus committees, directly or indirectly established, financed, maintained, or controlled by 
the candidate or public official. 
 (B) This section does not prohibit a candidate from: 
  (1) making a contribution from the candidate’s own personal funds on behalf of the candidate’s 
candidacy or to another candidate for a different office; or 
  (2) providing the candidate’s surplus funds or material assets upon final disbursement to a legislative 
caucus committee or party committee in accordance with the procedures for the final disbursement of a 
candidate under Section 8-13-1370 of this article. 
 (C) Assets or funds which are the proceeds of a campaign contribution and which are held by or under 
the control of a public official or a candidate for public office on January 1, 1992, are considered to be 
funds held by a candidate and subject to subsection (A). 
 (D) A committee is considered to be directly or indirectly established, financed, maintained, or 
controlled by a candidate or public official if any of the following are applicable: 
  (1) the candidate or public official, or an agent of either, has signature authority on the committee’s 
checks; 
  (2) funds contributed or disbursed by the committee are authorized or approved by the candidate or 
public official; 
  (3) the candidate or public official is clearly identified on either the stationery or letterhead of the 
committee; 
  (4) the candidate or public official signs solicitation letters or other correspondence on behalf of the 
entity; 
  (5) the candidate, public official, or his campaign staff, office staff, or immediate family members, or 
any other agent of either, has the authority to approve, alter, or veto the committee’s solicitations, 
contributions, donations, disbursements, or contracts to make disbursements; or 
  (6) the committee pays for travel by the candidate or public official, his campaign staff or office 
staff, or any other agent of the candidate or public official, in excess of one hundred dollars per calendar 
year. 
 (E) The provisions of subsection (A) do not apply to a committee directly or indirectly established, 
financed, maintained, or controlled by a candidate or public official if the candidate or public official 
directly or indirectly establishes, finances, maintains, or controls only one committee in addition to any 
committee formed by the candidate or public official to solely promote his own candidacy and one 
legislative caucus committee. 
 (F) No committee operating under the provisions of Section 8-13-1340(E) may: 
  (1) solicit or accept a contribution from a registered lobbyist if that lobbyist engages in lobbying the 
public office or public body for which the candidate is seeking election; or 
  (2) transfer anything of value to any other committee except as a contribution under the limitations 
of Section 8-13-1314(A) or the dissolution provisions of Section 8-13-1370. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 43, eff July 1, 
2003. 
Editor’s Note 
2003 Act No. 76, Section 57, provides in part as follows: 



“. . . the amendments to Section 8-13-1340 as contained in Section 43 (effective July 1, 2003), apply to 
contributions and transfers made on and after the effective date . . .” 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment rewrote subsection (A), added subsection (D) relating to committees being 
established, financed, or controlled by a candidate, added subsection (E) relating to exceptions to 
subsection (A), and added (F) relating to prohibitions on committees operating under subsection (E). 
 
SECTION 8-13-1342. Restrictions on contributions by contractor to candidate who participated in 
awarding of contract. 
 No person who has been awarded a contract with the State, a county, a municipality, or a political 
subdivision thereof, other than contracts awarded through competitive bidding practices, may make a 
contribution after the awarding of the contract or invest in a financial venture in which a public official 
has an interest if that official was in a position to act on the contract’s award. No public official or public 
employee may solicit campaign contributions or investments in exchange for the prior award of a contract 
or the promise of a contract with the State, a county, a municipality, or a political subdivision thereof. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1344. Contributions by public utilities; seeking endorsement in return for contribution; 
discrimination by employers based on contributions; reimbursement for contributions. 
 (A) A public utility may not include in its operating expenses a contribution or expenditure to influence 
an election or to operate a political action committee. 
 (B) A person may not solicit from a candidate, committee, political party, or other person, money or 
other property as a condition or consideration for an endorsement, article, or other communication in the 
news media promoting or opposing a candidate, committee, or political party. 
 (C) An employer may not provide an advantage or disadvantage to an employee concerning the 
employee’s employment or conditions of employment based on the employee’s contribution, promise to 
contribute, or failure to contribute to a candidate, committee, or political party. 
 (D) A person may not, directly or indirectly, reimburse a person, except for the person’s immediate 
family, for a contribution to a candidate, committee, or political party. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1346. Use of public funds, property, or time to influence election prohibited; exceptions. 
 (A) A person may not use or authorize the use of public funds, property, or time to influence the 
outcome of an election. 
 (B) This section does not prohibit the incidental use of time and materials for preparation of a 
newsletter reporting activities of the body of which a public official is a member. 
 (C) This section does not prohibit the expenditure of public resources by a governmental entity to 
prepare informational materials, conduct public meetings, or respond to news media or citizens’ inquiries 
concerning a ballot measure affecting that governmental entity; however, a governmental entity may not 
use public funds, property, or time in an attempt to influence the outcome of a ballot measure. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 42, eff upon approval (became law without the 
Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 
1995. 
Effect of Amendment 



The 1995 amendment rewrote this section, designating existing first and second sentences as (A) and (B), 
respectively, and adding subsection (C). 
 
SECTION 8-13-1348. Use of campaign funds for personal expenses; expenditures more than twenty-five 
dollars; expenditures not to exceed fair market value; petty cash funds. 
 (A) No candidate, committee, public official, or political party may use campaign funds to defray 
personal expenses which are unrelated to the campaign or the office if the candidate is an officeholder nor 
may these funds be converted to personal use. The prohibition of this subsection does not extend to the 
incidental personal use of campaign materials or equipment nor to an expenditure used to defray any 
ordinary expenses incurred in connection with an individual’s duties as a holder of elective office. 
 (B) The payment of reasonable and necessary travel expenses or for food or beverages consumed by 
the candidate or members of his immediate family while at, and in connection with, a political event are 
permitted. 
 (C)(1) An expenditure of more than twenty-five dollars drawn upon a campaign account must be made 
by: 
   (a) a written instrument; 
   (b) debit card; or 
   (c) online transfers. 
 The campaign account must contain the name of the candidate or committee, and the expenditure must 
contain the name of the recipient. These expenditures must be reported pursuant to the provisions of 
Section 8-13-1308. 
  (2) Expenditures of twenty-five dollars or less that are not made by a written instrument, debit card, 
or online transfer containing the name of the candidate or committee and the name of the recipient must 
be accounted for by a written receipt or written record. 
 (D) An expenditure may not be made that is clearly in excess of the fair market value of services, 
materials, facilities, or other things of value received in exchange. 
 (E) A candidate or a duly authorized officer of a committee may not withdraw more than one hundred 
dollars from the campaign account to establish or replenish a petty cash fund for the candidate or 
committee at any time, and at no time may the fund exceed one hundred dollars. Expenditures from the 
petty cash fund may be made only for office supplies, food, transportation expenses, and other necessities 
and may not exceed twenty-five dollars for each expenditure. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2010 Act No. 225, Section 1, eff June 7, 2010. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2010 amendment rewrote subsection (C). 
 
SECTION 8-13-1350. Prohibition of use of funds for campaign for one office to further candidacy of 
same person for different office. 
 (A) A candidate for elective office may use or permit the use of contributions solicited for or received 
by the candidate for that office to further the candidacy of the individual for a different office as long as 
the contributions have been received on or before December 31, 1992, and have been transferred to a 
campaign account for the different office on or before December 31, 1992. A contribution solicited for or 
received on behalf of the candidate is considered solicited or received for the candidacy for which the 
individual is then a candidate if the funds or contributions are solicited or received before the general 
election for which the candidate is a nominee or is unopposed. The prohibition on the use or solicitation 
of funds does not limit in any way a candidate from retaining funds for use in a subsequent race for the 
same elective office. 
 (B) Any assets or funds which are: 
  (1) the proceeds of a campaign contribution which are held by or under the control of a public 
official or a candidate for public office on January 1, 1993; and 



  (2) which continue to be held by or under the control of a public official or a candidate for public 
office on January 1, 1993; are subject to the provisions of subsection (A). 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1993 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1352. Exception to prohibition of use of funds for campaign for one office to further 
candidacy of same person for different office. 
 Notwithstanding the provisions of Section 8-13-1350, a candidate may use or permit the use of 
contributions solicited for or received by the candidate to further the candidacy of the individual for an 
elective office other than the elective office for which the contributions were received if: 
  (1) the person originally making the contribution gives written authorization for its use to further the 
candidacy of the individual for a specific office which is not the office for which the contribution was 
originally intended; and 
  (2) the contribution is otherwise permitted by law. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1354. Identification of person independently paying for election-related communication; 
exemptions. 
 A candidate, committee, or other person which makes an expenditure in the distribution, posting, or 
broadcasting of a communication to voters supporting or opposing a public official, a candidate, or a 
ballot measure must place his name and address on the printed matter or have his name spoken clearly on 
a broadcast so as to identify accurately the person and his address. Campaign buttons, balloons, yard 
signs, or similar items are exempt from this requirement. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 43, eff upon approval (became law without the 
Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 
1995. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment, at the beginning of the section, substituted “A candidate, committee, or other 
person which makes” for “A person who makes an independent”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1356. Economic interests statements, filing deadlines for particular candidates. 
 (A) A person who becomes a candidate by filing a statement of intention of candidacy seeking 
nomination by political party primary or political party convention must electronically file a statement of 
economic interests for the preceding calendar year pursuant to Section 8-13-365 prior to the close of filing 
for the particular office. 
 (B) A person who becomes a candidate by filing a petition for nomination must electronically file a 
statement of economic interests for the preceding calendar year pursuant to Section 8-13-365 within 
fifteen days of submitting the petition pursuant to Section 7-11-70 or 7-11-71. 
 (C) A person who becomes a write-in candidate must electronically file a statement of economic 
interests for the preceding calendar year within twenty-four hours of filing an initial campaign finance 
report pursuant to Section 8-13-1308(A) or before taking the oath of office, whichever occurs earlier. 
 (D) A candidate who is not a public official otherwise filing a statement has the same disclosure 
requirements as a public official with the exception of reporting gifts. 
 (E) The appropriate supervisory office shall assess a civil penalty pursuant to Section 8-13-1510 
against a candidate who fails to timely file a statement of economic interests as required by this section. 
 



HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 1995 Act No. 6, Section 44, eff upon approval (became law without the 
Governor’s signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 
1995; 1996 Act No. 330, Section 1, eff upon approval (became law without the Governor’s signature on 
May 21, 1996); 2013 Act No. 61, Section 9, eff June 25, 2013. 
Editor’s Note 
2013 Act No. 61, Sections  11, 14, provide as follows: 
“SECTION 11. In order to educate various parties regarding the provisions contained in this act, the 
following notifications must be made: 
“(1) The State Election Commission must notify each county election commission of the provisions of 
this act. 
“(2) The State Election Commission must post the provisions of this act on its website. 
“(3) Each state party executive committee must notify their respective county executive parties of the 
provisions of this act.” 
“SECTION 14. This act takes effect upon preclearance approval by the United States Department of 
Justice or approval by a declaratory judgment issued by the United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia, whichever occurs first.” 
The amendment by 2013 Act No. 61 became effective June 25, 2013, see South Carolina Libertarian 
Party v. South Carolina State Election Com’n, 407 S.C. 612, 757 S.E.2d 707 (2014). 
Effect of Amendment 
The 1995 amendment in subsection (C) substituted “after candidacy books close” for “after receiving a 
candidate’s statement of economic interests under subsection (B)”. 
The 1996 amendment substantially revised subsection (A). 
The 2013 amendment rewrote the section. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1358. Format of certified campaign reports. 
 Except as provided in Section 8-13-365, certified campaign reports must be filed on a format specified 
by the State Ethics Commission. The reports filed must be typed or printed in ink on forms supplied by 
the commission. A report may be filed with the commission on a computerized printout if the commission 
approves the proposed format and style. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 44, eff November 
3, 2004. 
Editor’s Note 
2003 Act No. 76, Section 57, sets forth funding contingency and applicability provisions as follows: 
“. . . Sections 16 [adding Section 8-13-365] and 44 [amending Section 8-13-1358] take effect November 
3, 2004, if funding is appropriated by the General Assembly for this purpose, and apply to: (1) reports 
required to be filed with the commission after November 2, 2004, by candidates and committees for 
statewide offices, and (2) the forwarding of filings after November 2, 2004, to the commission by the 
Ethics Committees of the Senate and House of Representatives, pursuant to Section 8-13-365(A), and 
take effect January 2006 for these candidates and entities, notwithstanding the failure of the General 
Assembly to appropriate such funds for this purpose . . .” 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment substituted “Except as provided in Section 8-13-365, certified” for “Certified”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1360. Contribution and expenditure reporting form; contents. 
 (A) The State Ethics Commission shall develop a contribution and expenditure reporting form which 
must include: 
  (1) a designation as a pre-election or quarterly report and, if a pre-election report, the election date; 
  (2) the candidate’s name and address or, in the case of a committee, the name and address of the 
committee; 



  (3) the balance of campaign accounts on hand at the beginning and at the close of the reporting 
period and the location of those campaign accounts; 
  (4) the total amount of all contributions received during the reporting period; the total amount of 
contributions of one hundred dollars or less in the aggregate from one source received during the 
reporting period; and the name and address of each person contributing more than one hundred dollars in 
the aggregate during the reporting period, the date and amount of the contribution, and the year-to-date 
total for each contributor. Written promises or pledges to make a contribution must be reported separately 
in the same manner as other monetary contributions; 
  (5) the total amount of all loans received during the reporting period and the total amount of loans 
for the year to date. The report also must include the date and amount of each loan from one source 
during the reporting period, the name and address of each maker or guarantor of each loan, the 
year-to-date total of each maker or guarantor, and the terms of the loan, including the interest rate, 
repayment terms, loan payments, and existing balances on each loan; 
  (6) the date and amount of any in-kind contributions of more than one hundred dollars in the 
aggregate by one person during the reporting period, and the contributor’s name, address, and 
year-to-date total; 
  (7) the total amount of all refunds, rebates, interest, and other receipts not previously identified 
during the reporting period, and their year-to-date total; the total amount of other receipts received of one 
hundred dollars or less in the aggregate from one source during the reporting period; the date and amount 
of each refund, rebate, interest, or other receipt not previously identified of more than one hundred dollars 
in the aggregate from one source, the name and address and the year-to-date total for each source; 
  (8) the aggregate total of all contributions, loans, and other receipts during the reporting period and 
the year-to-date total; the amount, date, and a brief description of each expenditure made during the 
reporting period, the name and address of the entity to which the expenditure was made, and the 
year-to-date total of expenditures to that entity. Credit card expenses and candidate reimbursements must 
be itemized so that the purpose and recipient of the expenditure are identified; 
  (9) the total amount of all loans made during the reporting period and the year-to-date total. The 
report also must include the date and amount of each loan to one entity during the reporting period, the 
name and address of each recipient of the loan, and the terms of the loan, including the interest rate, 
repayment terms, purpose of the loan, the year-to-date total, and existing balances. 
 (B) A candidate or committee must disclose all information required on the form developed under this 
section. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1362. Filing of statement of inactivity by candidate or committee having no 
contributions or expenditures to report. 
 (A) If a candidate or committee has not accepted any contributions and has not made any expenditures 
during a reporting period, the candidate or a duly authorized officer of the committee must file a 
statement of inactivity. 
 (B) A statement of inactivity must include the candidate’s or committee’s name and address; the type 
of report, pre-election or quarterly; and a statement by the candidate or a duly authorized officer of the 
committee verifying that no contributions were received and no expenditures were made during the 
reporting period. For the purpose of this report, interest earned is not a contribution. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1364. Sending of notice of obligation to report and forms. 



 The appropriate supervisory office must send a notice of obligation to report and reporting forms by 
first class mail no less than thirty days before the filing date for each reporting period. A candidate or 
committee is not relieved of reporting responsibilities if the notice or forms are not sent or if the candidate 
or committee does not receive a notice or forms. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1366. Public availability of certified campaign reports. 
 Certified campaign reports must be made available for public inspection at the office of the State Ethics 
Commission, the Senate Ethics Committee, the House of Representatives Ethics Committee, and the 
county clerk of court within two business days of receipt. The commission, ethics committees, and county 
clerks of court shall not require any information or identification as a condition of viewing a report or 
reports. The commission, ethics committees, and the county clerks of court must ensure that the reports 
are available for copying or purchase at a reasonable cost. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 45, eff June 26, 2003. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment deleted “the State Election Commission,” after “the State Ethics Commission” in 
the first sentence, substituted “shall” for “may” in the second sentence, substituted “commission” for 
“commissions” in the first and second sentences, and made a nonsubstantive change. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1368. Termination of campaign filing requirements; dissolution of committees; final 
report. 
 (A) A candidate is not exempt from the campaign filing requirements as provided in this article until 
after an election in which the candidate is a candidate or is defeated and after the candidate no longer 
accepts contributions, incurs expenditures, or pays for expenditures incurred. 
 (B) Committees and ballot measure committees may dissolve only after no longer accepting 
contributions, incurring expenditures, or paying for expenditures incurred. 
 (C) If a committee or a ballot measure committee owes or is owed money, the committee or a ballot 
measure committee may dissolve, but must report the status of the debt annually on the same schedule as 
active committees or ballot measure committees until all debts are resolved. The method of resolution to 
eliminate these debts, including contributions accepted and payment for expenditures incurred, must be 
stated on the report. 
 (D) A final report may be filed at the time or before a scheduled filing is due. The form must be marked 
“final” and include a list of the material assets worth one hundred dollars or more and state their 
disposition. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 46, eff June 26, 2003. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment, in subsections (B) and (C), added references to “ballot measure committee” after 
“committee” and “ballot measure committees” after “committees” and made nonsubstantive changes. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1370. Use of unexpended contributions by candidate after election; distribution of 
unexpended funds of committee. 
 (A) Contributions received by a candidate that are in excess of expenditures during an election cycle 
must be used by the candidate upon final disbursement: 
  (1) to defray ordinary and necessary expenses incurred in connection with his duties in his public 
office; 



  (2) to be contributed to an organization exempt from tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986, a political party, or a committee; 
  (3) to be maintained in the campaign account for a subsequent race for the same elective office; 
  (4) to further the candidacy of the individual for a different elective office. However, after December 
31, 1992, the funds must be used in a campaign for a different elective office only as provided for in 
Section 8-13-1352; 
  (5) to be returned pro rata to all contributors; 
  (6) to be contributed to the state’s general fund; or 
  (7) to be distributed using a combination of these options. 
 (B) No candidate may expend contributions for personal use. 
 (C) A committee required to file reports under this article which has an unexpended balance of funds 
upon final disbursement not otherwise obligated for expenditures incurred to further the committee’s 
purposes must designate how the surplus funds are to be distributed. The surplus funds must be: 
  (1) contributed to the state’s general fund; 
  (2) returned pro rata to all contributors; 
  (3) contributed to a political party or to another committee; 
  (4) contributed to an organization exempt from tax pursuant to the provisions of Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code; or 
  (5) distributed using a combination of these options. 
 (D) A ballot measure committee required to file reports under this article which has an unexpended 
balance of funds upon final disbursement not otherwise obligated for expenditures incurred to further the 
ballot measure committee’s purposes must designate how the surplus funds are to be distributed. The 
surplus funds must be: 
  (1) contributed to the state’s general fund; 
  (2) returned pro rata to all contributors; 
  (3) contributed to another ballot measure committee; 
  (4) contributed to an organization exempt from tax pursuant to the provisions of Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code; or 
  (5) distributed using a combination of these options. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Sections  47, 48, eff June 26, 2003. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment made a nonsubstantive change in subsection (C)(1) , in (C)(4) deleted “of 1986” 
following “Code”; and added subsection (D) relating to the designation of how a ballot measure 
committee is to distribute surplus funds. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1371. Use of contributions for unintended purposes by ballot measure committee; 
written authorization; distribution of seized funds. 
 (A) A ballot measure committee must not use or permit the use of contributions solicited for or 
received by the ballot measure committee for any purpose other than the purpose for which the ballot 
measure committee was originally created, unless the person making the contribution gives written 
authorization for a different use other than for which the contribution was originally intended. 
 (B) The State Ethics Commission has jurisdiction to seize all funds in a ballot measure committee’s 
account and distribute them in accordance with subsection (D) of this section when the ballot measure 
committee violates any provision of this section. 
 (C) Within sixty days after the election or referendum at which the ballot measure committee attempted 
to influence the outcome of the election or referendum, the funds remaining in the ballot measure 
committee’s account after the election or referendum must be distributed in accordance with subsection 
(D) of this section. 
 (D) The seized funds must be: 



  (1) contributed to the state’s general fund; 
  (2) contributed to an organization exempt from tax pursuant to the provisions of Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986; 
  (3) returned pro rata to all contributors; or 
  (4) distributed using a combination of these options. 
 
HISTORY: 2003 Act No. 76, Section 49, eff November 3, 2004. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1372. Technical violations of rules on campaign reports. 
 (A) The appropriate supervisory office, in its discretion, may determine that errors or omissions on 
campaign reports are inadvertent and unintentional and not an effort to violate a requirement of this 
chapter and may be handled as technical violations which are not subject to the provisions of this chapter 
pertaining to ethical violations. Technical violations must remain confidential unless requested to be made 
public by the candidate filing the report. In lieu of all other penalties, the appropriate supervisory office 
may assess a technical violations penalty not to exceed fifty dollars. 
 (B) A violation other than an inadvertent or unintentional violation must be considered by the 
appropriate supervisory office for appropriate action. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 50, eff June 26, 2003; 2011 Act No. 1, Section 
2, eff January 19, 2011. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment substituted “Ethics Commission” for “Election Commission” twice in subsection 
(A) and deleted the commas surrounding “other than an inadvertent or unintentional violation” in 
subsection (B). 
The 2011 amendment in subsection (A) substituted “appropriate supervisory office” for “State Ethics 
Commission” in two places; and in subsection (B) substituted “considered by” for “referred to”. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1373. Fiscal Accountability Authority to defend State after refusal by Attorney General; 
selection of counsel; management of litigation. 
 If the Attorney General, after request by the State or any of its political subdivisions, refuses to defend 
an action brought in a court of competent jurisdiction challenging any provision of this chapter, the State 
Fiscal Accountability Authority, using funds appropriated to the civil contingency fund, must defend the 
action brought against the State or the political subdivision. In cases where the Attorney General refuses 
to defend such an action, the State Fiscal Accountability Authority must consult with the President Pro 
Tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives in the selection of counsel and in 
other matters relating to the management of the litigation. 
 
HISTORY: 2003 Act No. 76, Section 51, eff June 26, 2003. 
Code Commissioner’s Note 
At the direction of the Code Commissioner, references in this section to the offices of the former State 
Budget and Control Board, Office of the Governor, or other agencies, were changed to reflect the transfer 
of them to the Department of Administration or other entities, pursuant to the directive of the South 
Carolina Restructuring Act, 2014 Act No. 121, Section 5(D)(1), effective July 1, 2015. 
 
SECTION 8-13-1374. Richland County designated as site of failure to file. 
 The failure to file a report or statement with the appropriate supervisory office, as required under the 
provisions of this chapter, is deemed to have occurred in Richland County. 
 
HISTORY: 1995 Act No. 6, Section 45, effective upon approval (became law without the Governor’s 
signature January 12, 1995) and applies only to transactions occurring on or after January 1, 1995. 



 
ARTICLE 15 

Penalties 
 

SECTION 8-13-1510. Civil and criminal penalties for late filing of or failure to file report or statement 
required by this chapter. 
 (A) Except as otherwise specifically provided in this chapter, a person required to file a report or 
statement under this chapter who files a late statement or report or fails to file a required statement or 
report must be assessed a civil penalty as follows: 
  (1) a fine of one hundred dollars if the statement or report is not filed within five days after the 
established deadline provided by law in this chapter; and 
  (2) after notice has been given by certified or registered mail that a required statement or report has 
not been filed, a fine of ten dollars per calendar day for the first ten days after notice has been given, and 
one hundred dollars for each additional calendar day in which the required statement or report is not filed, 
not exceeding five thousand dollars. 
 (B) After the maximum civil penalty has been levied and the required statement or report has not been 
filed, the person is: 
  (1) for a first offense, guilty of a misdemeanor triable in magistrates court and, upon conviction, 
must be fined not more than five hundred dollars or imprisoned not more than thirty days; 
  (2) for a second offense, guilty of a misdemeanor triable in magistrates court and, upon conviction, 
must be fined not less than two thousand five hundred dollars nor more than five thousand dollars or 
imprisoned not less than a mandatory minimum of thirty days; 
  (3) for a third or subsequent offense, guilty of a misdemeanor triable in magistrates court and, upon 
conviction, must be fined not more than five thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than one year, 
or both. 
 
HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 52, eff July 1, 2003; 2011 Act No. 40, Section 
6, eff June 7, 2011. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment, in item (1), added “the statement or report is” following “dollars” and “or” 
following “chapter”; and in item (2) added “for the first ten days after notice has been given, and one 
hundred dollars” following “per day”, deleted “, not exceeding five hundred dollars” following “not 
filed”, and made a nonsubstantive change. 
The 2011 amendment designated the existing text as subsection (A); in subsection (A)(1), substituted 
“and” for “or”; in subsection (A)(2), inserted “calendar” following “ten dollars per”, inserted “or report” 
following “statement”, and added “, not exceeding five thousand dollars”; and added subsection (B). 
 
SECTION 8-13-1520. Violation of chapter constitutes misdemeanor; violation not necessarily ethical 
infraction. 
 (A) Except as otherwise specifically provided in this chapter, a person who violates any provision of 
this chapter is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction, must be fined not more than five thousand 
dollars or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both. 
 (B) A person who violates any provision of this Article 13 is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, must be fined not more than five hundred percent of the amount of contributions or anything 
of value that should have been reported pursuant to the provisions of this Article 13 but not less than five 
thousand dollars or imprisoned for not more than one year, or both. 
 (C) A violation of the provisions of this chapter does not necessarily subject a public official to the 
provisions of Section 8-13-560. 
 



HISTORY: 1991 Act No. 248, Section 3, eff January 1, 1992 and governs only transactions which take 
place after December 31, 1991; 2003 Act No. 76, Section 53, eff November 3, 2004. 
Effect of Amendment 
The 2003 amendment rewrote this section. 
 



Duties of the Energy Independence and Sustainable Construction Advisory Committee 

 

1. Review and analyze all rating systems referred to it by the State Fiscal Accountability Authority 
(SFAA) pursuant to Section 48-52-825 within 30 calendar days of the referral commencing on 
the day of referral  

2. Make recommendations to the State Engineer concerning the promulgation of regulations 
concerning the rating systems referred to it by SFAA. 

3. Monitor the development of new rating systems or updates to existing systems 
4. Review and analyze the rating systems in use for effectiveness in meeting the goals of: 

a. promoting effective energy and environmental standards for construction, 
rehabilitation, and maintenance of buildings in this State 

b. improving the state's capacity to design, build, and operate high-performance buildings  
c. creating new jobs and contributing to economic growth  
d. increasing the state's energy independence 

5. Develop and implement a methodology by which the cost-benefit ratio of the rating systems 
may be measured 



CHAPTER 52 
Energy Efficiency 

 
 

ARTICLE 8 
Energy Independence and Sustainable Construction Act of 2007 

Editor’s Note 
2007 Act No. 88, Section 2, provides as follows: 
“This act takes effect upon approval by the Governor and will apply to all major facility projects that 
receive approval of the State Budget and Control Board--Permanent Improvement Project Request A-1 
form on or after the effective date.” 
 
SECTION 48-52-800. Citation of article. 
 This article may be cited as the “Energy Independence and Sustainable Construction Act of 2007”. 
 
HISTORY: 2007 Act No. 88, Section 1, eff June 20, 2007. 
 
SECTION 48-52-810. Definitions. 
 As used in this article: 
 (1) “Board” means the State Fiscal Accountability Authority’s governing board. 
 (2) “Building project” means the design, construction, renovation, operation, and maintenance of any 
inhabited physical structure and its associated project building site. 
 (3) “Commercial interior fit-out” means interior design and installation by owners or tenants of new or 
existing office space, typically exclusive of structural components and core and shell elements. 
 (4) “GBI” means the Green Building Initiative. 
 (5) “Globes” means the level of a building’s sustainability and energy efficiency performance as 
determined by GBI’s Green Globes Rating System. 
 (6) “Green Globes Rating System” means the environmental building rating system established by the 
Green Building Initiative. 
 (7) “High-performance building” means a building designed to achieve integrated systems design and 
construction so as to significantly reduce or eliminate the negative impact of the built environment. 
 (8) “LEED” means the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy and Environmental 
Design Rating System. 
 (9) “LEED Silver standard” means the Silver standard as set forth by USGBC’s LEED Green Building 
Rating System. 
 (10)(a) “Major facility project” means: 
   (i) a state-funded new construction building project in which the building to be constructed is 
larger than ten thousand gross square feet; 
   (ii) a state-funded renovation project in which the project involves more than fifty percent of the 
replacement value of the facility or a change in occupancy; or 
   (iii) a state-funded commercial interior tenant fit-out project that is larger than seven thousand five 
hundred square feet of leasable area. 
  (b) “Major facility project” does not mean: 
   (i) a building, regardless of size, that does not have conditioned space as defined by Standard 90.1 
of the American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air-Conditioning Engineers; 
   (ii) a public kindergarten, elementary school, middle school, secondary school, junior high school, 
or high school, all as defined in Section 59-1-150; 
   (iii) a correctional facility constructed for the Department of Corrections, Department of Mental 
Health, or Department of Juvenile Justice; 
   (iv) a building project funded by the State Ports Authority, the Coordinating Council for Economic 
Development, or the State Infrastructure Bank; or 



   (v) a building project funded by the Department of Health and Environmental Control in which the 
primary purpose of the building project is for the storage of archived documents. 
 (11) “Renovation project” means a building project involving the modification or adaptive reuse of an 
existing facility. 
 (12) “Third-party commissioning agent” means a person accredited by the USGBC or GBI, with 
expertise in building system performance, who will analyze, evaluate, and confirm the proper function 
and performance of a high performance building, its systems, equipment, and indoor air quality, and who 
did not participate in the original certification of the major facility project or renovation project. 
 (13) “USGBC” means the United States Green Building Council. 
 
HISTORY: 2007 Act No. 88, Section 1, eff June 20, 2007; 2014 Act No. 150 (H.3592), Section 3, eff 
July 1, 2015. 
Effect of Amendment 
2014 Act No. 150, Section 3, in subsection (1), substituted “Fiscal Accountability Authority’s governing 
board” for “Budget and Control Board”. 
 
SECTION 48-52-820. Promoting effective energy and environmental standards for buildings; adoption 
of policies and procedures. 
 The purpose of this section is to promote effective energy and environmental standards for 
construction, rehabilitation, and maintenance of buildings in this State, improving the state’s capacity to 
design, build, and operate high-performance buildings and creating new jobs and contributing to 
economic growth and increasing the state’s energy independence. To accomplish the objectives of this 
article, the State shall adopt policies and procedures that: 
 (1) optimize the energy performance of buildings throughout this State; 
 (2) increase the demand for environmentally preferable building materials, finishes, and furnishings; 
 (3) improve environmental quality in this State by decreasing the discharge of pollutants from state 
buildings and their manufacture; 
 (4) create public awareness of new technologies that can improve the health and productivity of 
building occupants by meeting advanced criteria for indoor air quality; 
 (5) improve working conditions and reduce building-related health problems; 
 (6) reduce the state’s dependence on imported sources of energy through buildings that conserve 
energy and utilize local and renewable energy sources; 
 (7) protect and restore this state’s natural resources by avoiding development of inappropriate building 
sites; 
 (8) reduce the burden on municipal water supply and treatment by reducing potable water consumption; 
 (9) reduce waste generation and manage waste through recycling and diversion from landfill disposal; 
 (10) establish life cycle cost analysis as the appropriate and most efficient analysis to determine a 
building project’s optimal performance level; 
 (11) ensure each building project’s systems are designed, installed, and tested to perform according to 
the building’s design intent and its operational needs through third-party, post-construction review and 
verification; and 
 (12) authorize the board to pursue ENERGY STAR designation from the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency to further demonstrate a building project’s energy independence. 
 
HISTORY: 2007 Act No. 88, Section 1, eff June 20, 2007. 
 
SECTION 48-52-825. Adoption of current facility energy efficiency rating system. 
 (A)(1)(a) The board shall automatically adopt by reference the most current editions of the rating 
systems developed by Green Building Initiative and U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design used for certification pursuant to this article. Upon adoption, the most current 
edition of the rating system shall be used for certification purposes under this article. Provided, however, 



that the most current edition of the rating system shall be subject to regulations concerning that edition of 
the rating system when promulgated pursuant to item (2). 
   (b) In the event that two rating systems from the same organization have been adopted by 
reference and are effective concurrently for certification purposes, then either rating system may be 
utilized to certify projects as required pursuant to this article. The latter of the two rating systems to be 
adopted by reference pursuant to subitem (a) shall be deemed to be the most current edition of the rating 
system for purposes of review and regulation pursuant to subsection (B). 
  (2) The board shall refer new or updated rating systems to the Energy Independence and Sustainable 
Construction Advisory Committee for consideration pursuant to Section 48-52-865(B) immediately upon 
the release of the new or updated rating system and prior to the rating system’s effective date. After 
receiving the advisory committee’s recommendations, the board shall promulgate regulations to amend 
the rating system under consideration to remove specific provisions, provided that the recommended 
amendments would not so alter the rating system as to render certification under the rating system 
impossible. If the advisory committee does not make a recommendation within the time period prescribed 
in Section 48-52-865(B)(2) the board, upon consultation with the State Engineer, shall proceed with 
promulgating regulations as provided in this item. 
 (B) The regulations promulgated pursuant to subsection (A) must provide that the rating systems 
provide certification credits for, preference for, and promotes building materials or furnishings, including, 
but not limited to, wood grown in this State, and masonry, plastics, concrete, steel, textiles, and wood that 
are manufactured or produced within the State. The regulations promulgated may not place at a 
disadvantage building materials or furnishings that are manufactured or produced within the State. 
 
HISTORY: 2014 Act No. 150 (H.3592), Section 1, eff April 7, 2014. 
 
SECTION 48-52-827. Certain major facility projects may not seek rating credit or point for building 
product disclosure and optimization credit. 
 A major facility project, as defined in Section 48-52-810(10), requesting third-party certification shall 
not be allowed to seek a rating credit or point for building product disclosure and optimization credit that 
requires material ingredient reporting; and, the language would apply to any subsequent editions of rating 
systems developed by the Green Building Initiative, the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design, or third-party certification initiatives. 
 
HISTORY: 2014 Act No. 150 (H.3592), Section 1, eff April 7, 2014. 
 
SECTION 48-52-830. Certification standards for major facility projects. 
 (A)(1) All major facility projects in this State, as defined in Section 48-52-810(10)(i), must be 
designed, constructed, and at least certified as receiving two globes using the Green Globes Rating 
System or receiving the LEED Silver standard. All major facility projects in this State, as defined in 
Section 48-52-810(10)(a)(ii) or (iii), must be analyzed using a life cycle cost analysis comparing the cost 
and benefits of designing, constructing, maintaining, and operating the facility at the LEED Silver 
standard or two globes standard, or better, with certification; normal industry and regulatory standards as 
applicable; or some standard between the two that causes the project to be designed and constructed in a 
manner that achieves the lowest thirty-year life cycle cost. 
  (2) In obtaining certification as receiving two globes using the Green Globes Rating System, a major 
facility project must earn at least twenty percent of the available points for energy performance under 
“C.1.1 Energy Consumption”. In obtaining certification as meeting the LEED Silver standard, a major 
facility project must earn at least forty percent of the available points for energy performance under “EA 
Credit: Optimize Energy Performance”. The Office of State Engineer may waive the requirements of this 
item for a proposed major facility project should it determine that the costs of meeting this item are not 
economically feasible. The Office of State Engineer shall notify the board of the reason for the issuance 
of a waiver. 



 (B) The board may petition the General Assembly to require all major facility projects be certified to a 
high-performance building rating system standard in addition to or instead of the systems provided in this 
chapter. However, any alternate rating system adopted by the General Assembly must be no less stringent 
than the systems provided in this chapter. 
 (C) The board shall administer and enforce the provisions in this article. Also, the board may adopt 
rules and promulgate regulations to comply with the goals set forth in Section 48-52-820. 
 
HISTORY: 2007 Act No. 88, Section 1, eff June 20, 2007; 2014 Act No. 150 (H.3592), Section 4, eff 
April 7, 2014. 
Effect of Amendment 
2014 Act No. 150, Section 4, in subsection (A)(2), substituted “EA Credit” for “EA Credit 1”, and twice 
substituted “Office of State Engineer” for “State Engineer’s Office”. 
 
SECTION 48-52-840. Certification using LEED rating system; inspection and monitoring of 
environmental benefits. 
 (A) In order to become certified using a LEED rating system, a major facility project shall register with 
USGBC prior to filing the first building construction permit application. USGBC shall have the sole 
discretion in determining whether a major facility project receives certification. 
 (B) All major facility projects that were certified at the LEED Silver standard or higher must be 
inspected by a third-party commissioning agent in the fifth, tenth, and fifteenth year following 
certification. The third-party commissioning agent shall determine whether the building is operating at the 
standard to which it was originally designed and certified. The third-party commissioning agent shall 
report its findings to the State Engineer. The report must include, but is not limited to, the building’s 
savings on energy and water, the level of its indoor air quality, the existing system’s function and 
performance, problems with the system, and whether the system’s performance meets the facility’s 
requirements. If the State Engineer determines that the building is not operating within the spirit of this 
article, the State Engineer may take appropriate measures to bring the building into compliance. 
 (C) The board shall develop and implement a process to monitor and evaluate the energy and 
environmental benefits associated with each major facility project designed, constructed, or renovated 
pursuant to this article. The monitoring and evaluation of each major facility project shall commence one 
year after certification of the major facility project and shall continue for nineteen years thereafter. All 
data concerning energy and environmental benefits collected pursuant to this section must be made 
available to the Department of Administration to be compiled and submitted to the General Assembly 
pursuant to Section 48-52-860. 
 
HISTORY: 2007 Act No. 88, Section 1, eff June 20, 2007. 
 
SECTION 48-52-850. Certification using Green Globes Rating System; inspection and monitoring of 
environmental benefits. 
 (A) In order to become certified using a Green Globes Rating System, a major facility project shall 
register with GBI prior to filing the first building construction permit application. GBI shall have the sole 
discretion in determining whether a major facility project receives certification. 
 (B) All major facility projects that were first certified as receiving two globes using the Green Globes 
Rating System must be inspected by a third-party commissioning agent in the fifth, tenth, and fifteenth 
year following certification. The third-party commissioning agent shall determine whether the building is 
operating at the standard to which it was originally designed and certified. The third-party commissioning 
agent shall report its findings to the State Engineer. The report must include, but is not limited to, the 
building’s savings on energy and water, the level of its indoor air quality, the existing system’s function 
and performance, problems with the system, and whether the system’s performance meets the facility’s 
requirements. If the State Engineer determines that the building is not operating within the spirit of this 
article, the State Engineer may take appropriate measures to bring the building into compliance. 



 (C) The board shall develop and implement a process to monitor and evaluate the energy and 
environmental benefits associated with each major facility project designed, constructed, or renovated 
pursuant to this article. The monitoring and evaluation of each major facility project shall commence one 
year after certification of the major facility project and shall continue for nineteen years thereafter. All 
data concerning energy and environmental benefits collected pursuant to this section must be made 
available to the Department of Administration to be compiled and submitted to the General Assembly 
pursuant to Section 48-52-860. 
 
HISTORY: 2007 Act No. 88, Section 1, eff June 20, 2007. 
 
SECTION 48-52-860. Annual report; contents. 
 The board annually shall submit a report regarding major facility projects to the General Assembly that 
includes: 
 (1) the number and types of buildings designed and constructed; 
 (2) the level of certification of each building designed, constructed, or renovated; 
 (3) actual savings in energy costs; 
 (4) a description of all potential environmental benefits, including, but not limited to, water resources 
savings and the reduction of waste generation; 
 (5) the ability of buildings to continue to operate at the standard to which it was originally certified; 
 (6) the reason for any waiver granted by the State Engineer’s Office; and 
 (7) any conflicts or barriers that hinder the effectiveness of this article. 
 
HISTORY: 2007 Act No. 88, Section 1, eff June 20, 2007. 
 
SECTION 48-52-865. Energy Independence and Sustainable Construction Advisory Committee; 
creation; membership; duties. 
 (A)(1) There is established the Energy Independence and Sustainable Construction Advisory 
Committee. The committee shall consist of thirteen members, ten of which shall be appointed by the 
Governor for terms of four years until their successors are appointed and qualified. The committee shall 
be composed of the following: 
   (a) the State Engineer, or his designee, who shall serve as chairman; 
   (b) the Director of the State Energy Office, or his designee; 
   (c) the Director of the Department of Health and Environmental Control, or his designee; 
   (d) one member recommended by the Association of General Contractors; 
   (e) two members recommended by the Commission on Higher Education, one of which shall be 
appointed from either a research university or a comprehensive teaching institution and one of which shall 
be appointed from either a regional two-year campus of the University of South Carolina or a technical 
college; 
   (f) one member recommended by the South Carolina Manufacturer’s Alliance; 
   (g) one member recommended by the American Chemistry Council; 
   (h) one member recommended by the South Carolina Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects; 
   (i) one member recommended by the South Carolina Forestry Association; 
   (j) one member recommended by the South Carolina Council of Engineering and Surveying 
Societies; 
   (k) one member recommended by the South Carolina Chapter of the American Society of Heating, 
Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers; and 
   (l) one member recommended by the conservation community. 
  (2) When making appointments to the committee, the Governor shall appoint members that have 
subject area expertise related to the design, engineering, construction, operation, maintenance, 



management, energy management, or growing or manufacturing products used in major facility projects 
certified under this article. 
 (B)(1) The committee shall: 
   (a) review and analyze all rating systems referred to it by the board pursuant to Section 48-52-825; 
   (b) closely monitor the development of new rating systems, or updates to existing rating systems, 
to expedite review and analysis of the new or updated rating systems pursuant to subitem (a); 
   (c) review and analyze rating systems in use concerning the rating systems’ effectiveness in 
meeting the goals set forth in Section 48-52-820; 
   (d) make recommendations to the State Engineer concerning the promulgation of regulations 
concerning rating systems referred to it by the board pursuant to Section 48-52-825; 
   (e) report to the board concerning the effectiveness of current rating systems in meeting the goals 
set forth in Section 48-52-820; and 
   (f) develop and implement a methodology by which the cost-benefit ratio of the rating systems 
may be measured so that the State may consider the return on its investment for projects subject to this 
chapter. 
  (2) The committee shall make recommendations to the board concerning the promulgation of 
regulations relating to rating systems referred to it by the board pursuant to Section 48-52-825 no later 
than thirty days after the referral. The thirty day review time shall commence on the day of referral. 
 (C)(1) The committee shall meet as soon as practicable after being referred new rating systems 
pursuant to Section 48-52-820. 
  (2) Except as provided in item (1), the committee shall meet quarterly, or more frequently as 
necessary upon the call of the chair or a majority of the membership. 
  (3) Seven members constitutes a quorum to transact committee business. 
 (D) Vacancies on the committee shall be filled in the manner of the original appointment. 
 (E) Members of the committee shall not receive per diem, mileage, and subsistence as provided by law 
for members of boards, commissions, and committees. 
 
HISTORY: 2014 Act No. 150 (H.3592), Section 2, eff April 7, 2014. 
 



STATUTORY REQUIREMENTS TO CONSIDER WHEN RECOMMENDING REGULATIONS 

 

Limitations on Application of a Rating Systems Available Points 

SECTION 48-23-300. Major facility projects may not seek rating points which discriminate against State 
wood products. 
 
A major facility project as defined in Section 48-52-810(10) requesting third-party certification shall not 
be allowed to seek a rating point that would discriminate against wood products of this State derived 
from forest lands certified by the Sustainable Forestry Initiative or the American Tree Farm System. 

[Emphasis added] 

SECTION 48-52-827 

A major facility project, as defined in Section 48-52-810(10), requesting third-party certification shall not 
be allowed to seek a rating credit or point for building product disclosure and optimization credit that 
requires material ingredient reporting; and, the language would apply to any subsequent editions of 
rating systems developed by the Green Building Initiative, the U.S. Green Building Council's Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design, or third-party certification initiatives. 

[Emphasis added] 

 

Limitations on Committee Recommendations for Promulgation of Regulations 

• May not place at a disadvantage building materials or furnishings that are manufactured or 
produced within the State 

• May not so alter the rating system as to render certification under the rating system impossible 

 



SUMMARY 

LEED (LEADERSHIP IN ENERGY 
& ENVIRONMENTAL DESIGN) 

from US Green Building Council (USGBC) website: 
http://www.usgbc.org/leed  

To receive LEED certification, building projects satisfy prerequisites and earn points to achieve different 
levels of certification.  Prerequisites and credits differ for each rating system, and teams choose the best fit 
for their project. 
 
LEED is flexible enough to apply to all project types.  Each rating system groups requirements that address 
the unique needs of building and project types on their path towards LEED certification.  Once a project 
team chooses a rating system, they’ll use the appropriate credits to guide design and operational decisions.  
There are five rating systems that address multiple project types: 

• Building Design and Construction 
• Interior Design and Construction 
• Building Operations and Maintenance 
• Neighborhood Development 
• Homes 
 

Within each of the credit categories, there are specific prerequisites projects must satisfy and a variety of 
credits projects can pursue to earn points.  The number of points the project earns determines its level of 
LEED certification.  There are four levels of certification.  Typical certification thresholds are: 

• Platinum .........................  80+ Points 
• Gold ................................  60-79 Points 
• Silver ...............................  50-59 Points 
• Certified..........................  40-49 Points 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Each LEED

-

registered project receives access to:

 

LEED Online:  Clear and convenient tool for documenting the achievement of each LEED credit. 

Customer service:  Users can interact with their project reviewers, the customer service team, account 
managers, representatives from the business development team and subject matter experts from 
USGBC’s LEED department. 

Professional Infrastructure:  LEED projects are supported by an unrivaled infrastructure of 185,000+ 
industry professional credential holders

.  

http://www.usgbc.org/leed
http://www.usgbc.org/people
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SUMMARY 

GREEN GLOBES 
from Green Building Initiative (GBI) website: 

http://www.thegbi.org/green-globes/ 

Green Globes is a web-based program for green building guidance and certification that includes an onsite 
assessment by a third party.  Backed by excellent customer support, Green Globes offers a streamlined and 
affordable alternative to LEED as a way to advance the overall environmental performance and 
sustainability of commercial buildings. 
 
The program has modules supporting new construction - Green Globes for New Construction (NC), 
existing buildings – Green Globes for Continual Improvement of Existing Buildings (CIEB), and Healthcare 
buildings – Green Globes CIEB for Healthcare.  It is suitable for a wide range of buildings from large and 
small offices, multi-family structures, hospitals, and institutional buildings such as courthouses, schools, 
and universities. 
 
Green Globes Rating System 

To achieve Green Globes certification, buildings must: 
1. Attain a minimum of 35% of applicable points out of the 1,000 possible points available; and 
2. For New Construction/Major Renovation projects, attain a minimum percentage of points in each 

environmental assessment area. 
 

Those buildings that achieve 35% or more of the 1,000 points possible in the Green Globes rating system 
are eligible candidates for a certification of one, two, three, or four Green Globes.  The Green Globes 
system provides higher levels of achievement based on the number of points a building acquires. 

GREEN GLOBES RATING SCALE 

85% - 100%   4 Globes 

Demonstrates national leadership and excellence in the practice 
of energy, water, and environmental efficiency to reduce 

environmental impacts. 

70 - 84%   3 Globes 
Demonstrates leadership in applying best practices regarding 

energy, water, and environmental efficiency. 

55 - 69%   2 Globes 

Demonstrates excellent progress in the reduction of 
environmental impacts and use of environmental efficiency 

practices. 

35 - 54%   1 Globe 
Demonstrates a commitment to environmental efficiency 

practices. 

 
Those buildings that achieve 35% or more of the 1,000 points possible in the Green Globes rating system are 
eligible candidates for a certification of one, two, three, or four Green Globes. The Green Globes system 
provides higher levels of achievement based on the number of points a building acquires. 
 
Building Certification 
After achieving a minimum threshold of 35% of the 1,000 total points  in the preliminary self-evaluation – 
and, for New Construction/Major Renovation projects, attaining a minimum percentage of points in each 
environmental assessment area – new and existing buildings are eligible to seek a Green Globes 
certification and rating for their environmental sustainability and achievements.  The process utilizes 
third-party assessors with expertise in green building design, engineering, construction and facility 
operations.  These professionals interface with project teams and building owners to review documentation 
and conduct onsite building tours.  Green Globes rating and certification is attainable for a wide range of 
commercial and government buildings, and enables building owners to credibly market their 
environmental responsibility to shareholders, tenants, and their community. 
 
Green Globes is a well-established green building guidance and assessment program that offers a practical 
and affordable way to advance the environmental performance and sustainability of a wide variety of 
building types, including new construction and major renovation building projects. 

http://www.thegbi.org/green-globes/
http://www.thegbi.org/green-globes/green-globes-leed-green-building-certification.shtml
http://www.thegbi.org/green-globes/new-construction.shtml
http://www.thegbi.org/green-globes/continual-improvement-for-existing-buildings.shtml
http://www.thegbi.org/commercial/healthcare/


  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

https://vimeo.com/67407633


 

http://www.usgbc.org/articles/available-now-leed-v4-education
http://www.usgbc.org/
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 0% 100% 

Percentage of floor area appropriate  
for a particular rating system 

Should not use 

that rating system 

Should use 

that rating system 

Project team’s  
choice 

  40% 60% 
 



 

 

Credit: LEED for 
Neighborhood 

Development Location

LEED 2009 CREDITS:

Credit: Sensitive Land 
Protection

Credit: High Priority Site

Credit: Surrounding 
Density and Diverse Uses

Credit: Access to Quality 
Transit

Credit: Bicycle Facilities

Credit: Reduced Parking 
Footprint

Credit: Green Vehicles

TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:

- Encourages selection of a LEED ND certified site
- Streamlined path to earn LT points

- Floodplain requirements now refer to “flood 
hazard area shown on a legally adopted flood 
hazard map”
- Expanded sensitive habitat requirements to 
include species or ecological communities listed by 
NatureServe 
- Changed water body buffer and wetland buffer 
requirements

Added options for infill location in a historic district 
and for locating in a priority redevelopment area

- Multiple thresholds to reward different density 
levels and diverse uses
- Added specific requirements for warehouses and 
distribution centers 
- Radius for building density calculation specified 
as ¼ mile (400 meters) from the project boundary
- Proximity to the diverse uses based on walking 
distance instead of a radius

- Addresses both weekday and weekend availability
- Point thresholds based on the number of transit 
trips available within the required walking distance
- Modes of transportation include ferry, streetcar, 
rapid transit, and rideshare

- Requirement for projects to be located at a 
bicycle-accessible site or bicycle network
- Changed shower room calculation method

Minimum parking requirements reference the ITE 
Transportation Planning Handbook

- Minimum ACEEE green score raised to 45
- 5% of parking spaces reserved for green vehicles
- Additional 2% of parking spaces must have 
refueling stations: electric vehicle charging; liquid, 
gas, or battery facilities
- Added requirements for electrical connectors

SSc1 Site Selection

SSc3 Brownfield 
Redevelopment

SSc2 Development Density 
and Community Connectivity

SSc4.1 Alternative 
Transportation – Public 
Transportation Access

SSc4.2 Alternative 
Transportation – Bicycle 

Storage and Changing Rooms

SSc4.4 Alternative 
Transportation – Parking 

Capacity

SSc4.3 Low-Emitting and 
Fuel-Efficient Vehicles

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED V4 CREDITS:

 

  



 

 

Prerequisite: Construction 
Activity Pollution 

Prevention

Credit: Site Assessment

Credit: Site Development – 
Protect or Restore Habitat

Credit: Open Space

Credit: Rainwater 
Management

Credit: Heat Island 
Reduction

Credit: Light Pollution 
Reduction

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

SSp1 Construction Activity 
Pollution Prevention

Encourages early analysis of site conditions to 
inform design

- Setback requirements replaced with preservation 
and restoration standards
- Option for financial support of off-site preservation

- Credit no longer tied to presence of a local zoning 
code; the same open space requirement applies to 
all projects.
- Revised credit to emphasize the quality of the 
open space in addition to the quantity 
- Modified intent to encourage physical connection 
to open space 

- Projects must use GI and LID rainwater 
management techniques on site
- Site-specific criteria for more frequent, low-
intensity events
- Option for zero lot line, urban projects
- Metric by which to test compliance is now the total 
volume of runoff calculated for the 95th percentile 
of regional or local storm events

- Added new compliance option based on BUG 
ratings
- Relocated lighting power density and interior 
lighting requirements to EA Prerequisite Minimum 
Energy Performance
- Photometric information now needs to include 
only vertical illuminance calculations

- Vegetated roofs and high-reflectance roofs have 
equal weight when calculating compliance
- Tree canopy shade area calculated after 10 years 
of growth rather than 5 years
- Increased initial SRI thresholds for roofing 
material
- Credit compliance for nonroof hardscape is now 
calculated using SR values instead of SRI values

No substantive changes

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

SSc5.1 Site Development – 
Protect or Restore Habitat

SSc5.2 Site Development – 
Maximize Open Space

SSc6.2 Stormwater Design 
– Quality Control

SSc7.1 Heat Island Effect – 
Nonroof

SSc8 Light Pollution 
Reduction

SSc6.1 Stormwater Design 
– Quantity Control 

SSc7.2 Heat Island Effect –  
Roof

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Prerequisite: Outdoor 
Water Use Reduction

Prerequisite: Indoor Water 
Use Reduction

Prerequisite: Building-
Level Water Metering 

Credit: Outdoor Water Use 
Reduction 

Credit: Indoor Water Use 
Reduction

Credit: Cooling Tower 
Water Use

Credit: Water Metering

WEc1 Water Efficient 
Landscaping

WEc3 Water Use Reduction

- Modified calculator used
- Moved alternative water source credit and smart 
sensor irrigation to the prerequisite 

-Requirements for water-using appliances and 
processes, as well as cooling towers and 
evaporative condensers
- WaterSense label requirements mandatory in the 
U.S., with local equivalents allowed outside the U.S.
- New prescriptive compliance path based on 
demonstrating that all fixtures are 20% below 
baseline
- Duration-based savings from autocontrol faucets 
with automatic fixture sensors or metering controls 
are no longer allowed in the design case

Requires each project to be capable of measuring 
whole building water use 

Requires at least a 50% reduction in landscape 
water using EPA’s WaterSense Budget Tool or no 
irrigation

- Appliance and process water savings can earn 
credit under the Retail, Healthcare, Hospitality, and 
Schools rating systems
- WaterSense label requirements are now 
mandatory in the U.S., with local equivalencies 
allowed elsewhere
- Duration-based savings from autocontrol faucets 
with automatic fixture sensors or metering controls 
are no longer allowed in the design case

Rewards projects for submetering at least two water 
end uses

Encourages projects to analyze water source and 
maximize water cycles

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

WEc2 Water Use Reduction

WEp1 Water Use Reduction

 

 



 

Prerequisite: Fundamental 
Commissioning and 

Verification

Prerequisite: Minimum 
Energy Performance

Prerequisite: Building-Level 
Energy Metering 

Prerequisite: Fundamental 
Refrigerant Management

Credit: Enhanced 
Commissioning

Credit: Optimize Energy 
Performance

Credit: Advanced Energy 
Metering

Credit: Demand Response

Credit: Renewable Energy 
Production

Credit: Enhanced 
Refrigerant Management

Credit: Green Power and 
Carbon Offsets

EAp1 Fundamental 
Commissioning of Building Energy 

Systems

EAp2 Minimum Energy 
Performance

EAp3 Fundamental Refrigerant 
Management

EAc3 Enhanced Commissioning

EAc1 Optimize Energy 
Performance

EAc2 On-Site Renewable Energy

EAc4 Enhanced Refrigerant 
Management

EAc6 Green Power

- Requirements to prepare an O+M plan and to engage CxA 
by the end of design development phase
- Expanded electrical and plumbing scopes
- Elements of envelope commissioning are now incorporated 
in the OPR and BOD

- Updated reference standard to ASHRAE 90.1-2010
- Updated Advanced Energy Design Guides prescriptive 
option to 50% AEDG
- Updated Core Performance Guide prescriptive option to 
meeting core requirements + 6 additional strategies

Requires each project to be capable of measuring whole 
building energy use

Added options for monitoring-based commissioning and 
building envelope commissioning 

See improvements for v4 EAp Minimum Energy 
Performance

- Requires metering of all energy end-uses representing 
10% or more of total building energy consumption
- Meters must be connected to BAS and log data regularly

Encourages projects to design and install systems 
necessary to participate in a demand response program

Credit now allows solar gardens and community-scale 
renewable energy systems

Added sector-specific requirements for commercial 
refrigeration equipment

- In addition to including electricity, credit now requires 
nonelectric energy use to be offset using carbon offsets
- Credit now requires a five-year contract and specifies that 
resources must have come online after January 1, 2005, and 
be delivered at least annually
- Increased percentage thresholds to 50% for 1 point and 
100% for 2 points

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

No substantive changes

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

EAc5 Measurement and 
Verification

 



 

 

Prerequisite: Storage and 
Collection of Recyclables

Prerequisite: Construction 
and Demolition Waste 
Management Planning

Credit: Building Life-Cycle 
Impact Reduction

Credit: Building Product 
Disclosure and Optimization 

– Environmental Product 
Declarations

Credit: Building Product 
Disclosure and Optimization 
– Sourcing of Raw Materials

Credit: Building Product 
Disclosure and Optimization 

– Material Ingredients

Credit: Construction and 
Demolition Waste 

Management

MRp1 Storage and Collection of 
Recyclables

MRc2 Construction Waste 
Management

MRC1.1 Building Reuse – maintain 
existing walls, floor and roof

- Materials that require dedicated storage now include 
batteries, mercury-containing lamps, and e-waste; project 
teams may choose two of the three
- For retail projects, the required number of waste 
streams  with dedicated storage has increased to 4

Creation of a CWM plan is a new requirement

For Option 3: Materials reuse may incorporate both 
structural and nonstructural elements as long as they are 
not double-counted in MR Credit Building Product 
Disclosure and Optimization—Sourcing of Raw Materials, 
Option 2, Leadership Extraction Practices

Some materials excluded from MR credits in the past 
may now be included, such as mechanical fixtures, 
fittings, and rough-in materials that are considered 
nonmotorized MEP components. 

- Multiple criteria from LEED 2009 credits have been 
combined into this credit. Other criteria are now 
incorporated into other MR credits, such as Building Life-
Cycle Impact Reduction and Building Product Disclosure 
and Optimization—Environmental Product Declarations
- See “Changes at-a-Glance Table” for more details

- Structured into disclosure and optimization options to 
address transparency in material ingredients 
- Rewards the use of products with ingredient reporting 
via programs like C2C and HPDs and products that meet 
local products criteria
- Third option for supply chain optimization

- Added compliance option for total project waste 
reduction per gross floor area of the project
- Multiple material streams must be diverted to earn the 
credit for waste diversion (Option 1)
- ADC specifically excluded from diversion calculations
- Waste-to-energy may count as a diversion method if the 
facility meets EU requirements for waste management 
and emissions into air, soil, surface water, and 
groundwater

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

MRc1.2 Building Reuse – maintain 
interior nonstructural elements 

MRc3 Materials Reuse

MRc5 Regional Materials

MRc6 Rapidly Renewable Materials

MRc7 Certified Wood

MRc4 Recycled Content

 



 

Prerequisite: Minimum 
Indoor Air Quality 

Performance

Prerequisite: Environmental 
Tobacco Smoke Control

Credit: Enhanced Indoor Air 
Quality Strategies

Credit: Low-Emitting 
Materials

Credit: Construction Indoor 
Air Quality Management 

Plan

Credit: Indoor Air Quality 
Assessment

Credit: Thermal Comfort

Credit: Interior Lighting

Credit: Daylight

Credit: Quality Views

Credit: Acoustic 
Performance

- ASHRAE Standard 62.1 updated to version 2010 
- Projects outside the U.S. may demonstrate 
achievement via CEN requirements (rather than 
ASHRAE 62.1–2010)
- Includes specific requirements for residential projects

- Meeting the requirements of interior cross-
contamination prevention no longer requires a calculation 
of a minimum pressure differential
- Added options regarding naturally ventilated spaces.
- Additional guidance for warehouses, distribution 
centers, health care facilities, data centers, and 
residential projects.
- Added option for filtration media requirements

- No designated smoking areas indoors 
- Expanded no-smoking policy 
- Added requirement for location of exterior posted signs
- Expanded acceptable procedure for air leakage 
requirements in residential projects

- Compliance of interior finishes may be demonstrated in 
assemblies with multiple layers in combination, or in each 
system individually
- Included consideration of furniture emissions
- New referenced standards to address international 
projects and new product requirements
- Ceilings are now included in the requirements
- Emissions from insulation are now included. 
- Emissions requirements for on-site, wet-applied, full-
spread products measured via chamber tests in air are 
now included. VOC content limits for on-site, wet-applied 
products are still required

- Installation of movable furnishings (such as 
workstations and partitions) before testing or flush-out is 
now required
- Options can no longer be combined

- Added option addresses lighting quality
- At lease three levels required for lighting control: on, off, 
and a midlevel

- Updated reference standard to ASHRAE 55-2010
- Included international standards
- New compliance paths for data centers and 
warehouses

- Changed number of points available and thresholds for 
achievement
- Added simulation option that incorporates 2 new metrics

- Added requirement for quality view defined by LEED 
2009 exemplary performance criteria
- Glazing must provide clear view to the outdoors
- Atriums now qualify for up to 30% of the total area

- New credit except in Schools and Healthcare
- Updated standards for Schools

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

IEQp1 Minimum IAQ 
Performance

IEQp2 Environmental Tobacco 
Smoke Control

IEQc3.1 Construction Indoor Air 
Quality Management Plan – 

During Construction

IEQc3.2 Construction Indoor Air 
Quality Management Plan – 

Before Occupancy

IEQc7.1 Thermal Comfort – 
Design 

IEQc6.1 Controllability of 
Systems - Lighting

IEQc8.1 Daylight and Views - 
Daylight

IEQc8.2 Daylight and Views – 
Views

IEQc1 Outdoor Delivery 
Monitoring

IEQc2 Increased Ventilation

IEQc5 Indoor Chemical and 
Pollutant Source Control

IEQc4.1 Low-Emitting Materials – 
adhesives and sealants

IEQc4.2 Low-Emitting Materials – 
paints and coatings

IEQc4.3 Low-Emitting Materials – 
flooring systems

IEQc4.4 Low-Emitting Materials – 
composite wood and agrifiber 

products

IEQc7.2 Thermal Comfort – 
Verification 

IEQc6.2 Controllability of 
Systems – Thermal Comfort

No substantive changes



 

 

Credit: LEED for 
Neighborhood 

Development Location

Credit: Surrounding 
Density and Diverse 

Uses

Credit: Access to Quality 
Transit

Credit: Bicycle Facilities

Credit: Reduced Parking 
Footpring

- Encourages selection of a LEED ND certified site
- Streamlined path to earn LT points

- Points redistributed such that the credit’s full 
value can be earned only if the requirements for 
both Options 1 and 2 are met
- Thresholds for separate residential and non-
residential densities
- Radius for building density calculation specified 
as ¼ -mile (400 meters) from the project boundary
- Proximity to the diverse uses based on walking 
distance instead of a radius
- Added additional restrictions to stipulate how 
diverse uses can be counted.

- Transit service frequency is now included in the 
credit requirements
- Access is now measured by walking distance to 
functional building entries 
- Addresses both weekday and weekend 
availability
- Point thresholds based on the number of transit 
trips available within the required walking distance
- Expanded modes of transportation to include 
ferry, streetcar, rapid transit, and rideshare

- Added requirements for proximity to a bicycle 
network
- Created separate short- and long-term bicycle 
storage requirements
- Changed shower room calculation method

- Minimum parking requirements reference levels in 
the ITE Transportation Planning Handbook

- No New Parking option removed

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

SSc1 Site Selection

SSc2 Development Density 
and Community 

Connectivity

SSc3.1 Alternative 
Transportation – Public 
Transportation Access

SSc3.2 Alternative 
Transportation – Bicycle 
Storage and Changing 

Rooms

SSc3.3 Alternative 
Transportation – Parking 

Availability

 

 

  



 

 

Prerequisite: Indoor 
Water Use Reduction

Credit: Indoor Water 
Use Reduction

WEp1 Water Use 
Reduction

WEc1 Water Use 
Reduction

- Includes requirements for water-using appliances and 
processes, as well as cooling towers and evaporative 
condensers
- WaterSense label requirements are now mandatory in 
the U.S.
- New prescriptive compliance path (based on 
demonstrating that all fixtures are 20% below baseline)

- Appliance and process water savings can earn credit 
under the Retail and Hospitality rating systems
- WaterSense label requirements are now mandatory in 
the U.S.
- To earn points, project teams must include fixtures 
necessary to meet occupants’ needs. When no 
facilities are available within project boundaries, the 
closest available restrooms must be included in credit 
calculations. These additional restrooms can be 
excluded from prerequisite compliance requirements. 

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prerequisite: Fundamental 
Commissioning and 

Verification

Prerequisite: Minimum 
Energy Performance

Prerequisite: Fundamental 
Refrigerant Management

Credit: Enhanced 
Commissioning

Credit: Optimize Energy 
Performance

Credit: Advanced Energy 
Metering

Credit: Renewable Energy 
Production

Credit: Enhanced 
Refrigerant Management

Credit: Green Power and 
Carbon Offsets

- Requirements to prepare an O+M plan and to engage CxA 
by the end of design development phase
- Expanded plumbing and electrical scopes

- Prerequisite now includes two options: Option 1, Tenant-
Level Energy Simulation, and Option 2, Prescriptive 
Compliance.
- Option 1. Tenant-Level Energy Simulation: more closely 
follows that for whole buildings; revised LEED methodology 
for modeling shared HVAC systems; baseline case must 
follow Appendix G requirements for all components and 
systems
- Option 2. Prescriptive Compliance: adapted requirements 
of the 2009 prerequisite were adapted to become Option 2

Includes monitoring-based commissioning option

See improvements listed for LEED v4 EA prerequisite 
Minimum Energy Performance

New credit

Solar gardens and community systems are eligible under 
certain conditions

Added sector-specific requirements for commercial 
refrigeration equipment

- In addition to including electricity, the credit now requires  
nonelectric use to be offset using carbon offsets
- Credit now requires a five-year contract and specifies that 
resources must have come online after January 1, 2005, and 
be delivered at least annually
- Increased percentage thresholds to 50% for 1 point and 
100% for 2 points

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

No substantive changes

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

EAp1 Fundamental 
Commissioning of Building 

Energy Systems

EAp2 Minimum Energy 
Performance

EAp3 Fundamental Refrigerant 
Management

EAc2 Enhanced Commissioning

SSc1 Site Selection, Option 2, 
Path 11. On-Site Renewable 

Energy

EAc4 Green Power

EAc3 Measurement and 
Verification

EAc1.1 Optimize Energy 
Performance – lighting power

EAc1.2 Optimize Energy 
Performance – lighting controls

EAc1.3 Optimize Energy 
Performance - HVAC

EAc1.4 Optimize Energy 
Performance – equipment and 

appliances

 



 

Prerequisite: Storage and 
Collection of Recyclables

Prerequisite: Construction 
and Demolition Waste 
Management Planning

Credit: Interiors Life-Cycle 
Impact Reduction

- Materials that require dedicated storage now include 
batteries, mercury-containing lamps, and e-waste; project 
teams may choose 2 of the 3
- For retail projects, the required number of waste 
streams with dedicated storage has increased from 3 to 4

Creation of a CWM plan is a new requirement

- Credit combines two former MR credits: Building 
Reuse—Maintain Interior Nonstructural Components and 
Materials Reuse—Furniture and Furnishings
- Changed reuse threshold for interior nonstructural 
elements from a tiered approach (40% and 60%) to a 
single 50% threshold
- Credit is given both for items that are reused in place 
and for items that serve a new purpose
- Option 3, Design for Flexibility, is new

- New credit
- Some materials excluded from MR credits in the past 
may now be included, such as mechanical fixtures, 
fittings, and rough-in materials that are considered non-
motorized MEP components

- Multiple criteria from LEED 2009 credits have been 
combined into this credit. Other criteria are now 
incorporated into other MR credits, such as Interiors Life-
Cycle Impact Reduction and Building Product Disclosure 
and Optimization—Environmental Product Declarations
- See “Changes at-a-glance” table for details

- Structured into disclosure and optimization options to 
address transparency in material ingredients and 
selection of products with optimized ingredients
- Rewards the use of products with ingredient reporting 
via programs like C2C and HPDs and products that meet 
local products criteria
- Third option for supply chain optimization

- Added compliance option for total project waste 
reduction per gross floor area of the project
- Multiple material streams must be diverted to earn the 
credit for waste diversion (Option 1)
- ADC excluded from diversion calculations
- Waste-to-energy may count as a diversion method if the 
facility meets EU requirements for waste management 
and emissions into air, soil, surface water, and 
groundwater

Credit: Long-Term 
Commitment

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

No substantive changes

Credit: Building Product 
Disclosure and Optimization 

– Environmental Product 
Declarations

Credit: Building Product 
Disclosure and Optimization 
– Sourcing of Raw Materials

Credit: Building Product 
Disclosure and Optimization 

– Material Ingredients

Credit: Construction and 
Demolition Waste 

Management

MRp1 Storage and Collection of 
Recyclables

MRc2 Construction Waste 
Management

MRc1.1 Tenant Space – long-term 
commitment

MRc1.2 Building Reuse – maintain 
interior nonstructural elements 

MRc3.1 Materials Reuse

MRc3.2 Materials Reuse – furniture 
and furnishings

MRc6 Rapidly Renewable Materials

MRc7 Certified Wood

MRc5 Regional Materials

MRc4 Recycled Content

 



 

- Updated ASHRAE Standard 62.1 to version 2010- 
Project teams are required to confirm the appropriate 
application of natural ventilation through CIBSE AM10, 
Figure 2.8 (flow chart)
- Projects outside U.S. can use CEN requirements

- Meeting the requirements of interior cross-
contamination prevention no longer requires a calculation 
of a minimum pressure differential
- Additional options for naturally ventilated spaces 
- Added an option for filtration media requirements, CEN 
Standard EN 779–2002, Particulate Air Filters for 
General Ventilation, Determination of the Filtration 
Performance

- No designated smoking areas indoors 
- Expanded no-smoking policy
- Added requirement for location of exterior posted signs

- Compliance of interior finishes may be demonstrated in 
assemblies with multiple layers in combination, or in each 
system individually
- All rating systems now consider furniture emissions
- New referenced standards address non-U.S. projects 
and new product requirements
- Ceilings are now included in the requirements.
- Emissions from insulation are now included. 
- Emissions requirements for on-site wet-applied, full-
spread products measured via chamber tests in air are 
now included. VOC content limits for on-site, wet-applied 
products are still required

- Options can no longer be combined
- Upper interior temperature limit is now identified in 
Option 1
- Testing now required for an expanded list of 
contaminants in Option 2

- Added an additional point and option for lighting quality 
to the previous lighting control requirements
- Revised requirements for lighting control to require at 
least 3 lighting levels to meet the controllability criteria

- Updated referenced standard to ASHRAE 55–2010. 
- Included international standards to provide more 
relevant compliance options for non-U.S. projects

- Eliminated prescriptive compliance path
- Additional simulation option with 2 new metrics
- Option 2: illuminance simulation now relies on local 
weather data and uses a calculated illuminance intensity
- Option 3: measurements required at 2 times of the year
- Changed available points and achievement thresholds

- Exemplary performance requirements from LEED 2009 
are now the basis for the credit requirements
- Glazing must provide a clear image of the outdoors
- Atriums now qualify for up to 30% of the total area

New credit

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

No substantive changes

Prerequisite: Minimum 
Indoor Air Quality 

Performance

Prerequisite: Environmental 
Tobacco Smoke Control

Credit: Enhanced Indoor Air 
Quality Strategies

Credit: Low-Emitting 
Materials

Credit: Construction Indoor 
Air Quality Management 

Plan

Credit: Indoor Air Quality 
Assessment

Credit: Thermal Comfort

Credit: Interior Lighting

Credit: Daylight

Credit: Quality Views

Credit: Acoustic 
Performance

IEQp1 Minimum IAQ 
Performance

IEQp2 Environmental Tobacco 
Smoke Control

IEQc3.1 Construction Indoor Air 
Quality Management Plan – 

During Construction

IEQc3.2 Construction Indoor Air 
Quality Management Plan – 

Before Occupancy

IEQc7.1 Thermal Comfort – 
Design 

IEQc6.1 Controllability of 
Systems - Lighting

IEQc8.1 Daylight and Views - 
Daylight

IEQc8.2 Daylight and Views – 
Views

IEQc1 Outdoor Delivery 
Monitoring

IEQc2 Increased Ventilation

IEQc5 Indoor Chemical and 
Pollutant Source Control

IEQc4.1 Low-Emitting Materials – 
adhesives and sealants

IEQc4.2 Low-Emitting Materials – 
paints and coatings

IEQc4.4 Low-Emitting Materials – 
composite wood and agrifiber 

products

IEQc7.2 Thermal Comfort – 
Verification 

IEQc6.2 Controllability of 
Systems – Thermal Comfort

IEQc4.3 Low-Emitting Materials – 
flooring systems



 

 

Credit: Alternative 
Transportation

- Added Option 1 to allow projects to earn 1 point for 
simply surveying their building occupants and 
submitting the survey results
- Decreased performance threshold for Option 2 to 
allow for a linear increase from threshold to threshold
- Added Option 3 to reward projects for implementing a 
comprehensive alternative transportation program
- Projects are now required to survey visitors if the 
daily average number of visitors or typical peak is 
greater than regular building occupants
- New ongoing performance standards require teams 
to conduct a survey every 5 years

SSc4 Alternative 
Commuting Transportation

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

 

 

  



 

 

Prerequisite: Site 
Management Policy

Credit: Site Development 
– Protect or Restore 

Habitat

Credit: Rainwater 
Management

Credit: Heat Island 
Reduction

Credit: Light Pollution 
Reduction

SSc5 Site Development – 
Protect or Restore Open 

Habitat

SSc6 Stormwater Quantity 
Control

- Changed calculation for the native vegetation 
threshold to 20% of the total site area (including the 
building footprint) and a minimum of 5,000 square feet
- Replaced off-site option with an option for financial 
support

- Projects must use GI and LID rainwater management 
techniques on site
- Metric by which to test compliance is now the total 
volume of runoff calculated for the 95th percentile of 
regional or local storm events, rather than the one-year 
and two-year storm events

- No interior lighting requirements 
- LEED 2009 approach for perimeter measurements to 
demonstrate compliance by meeting maximum 
footcandle (lux) levels, prescribed by IESNA RP-33, is 
no longer available

- Changed minimum frequency for cleaning paving and 
roof surfaces to every 3 years
- Tree canopy shade area is now calculated after 10 
years of growth rather than 5 years
- SRI thresholds have been increased and now include 
both initial SRI and three-year aged SRI
- Credit compliance for nonroof hardscape is now 
calculated using SR values instead of SRI values

Credit: Site Management

Credit: Site Improvement 
Plan

New credit addresses long-term ecological health of site

- Added soil testing and irrigation system monitoring 
requirements
- Added a new compliance option for reducing 
emissions from site maintenance equipment

- Prerequisite derived from 2 LEED 2009 credits: SS 
Credit 2, Building Exterior and Hardscape Management 
Plan, and SS Credit 3, Integrated Pest Management, 
Erosion Control, and Landscape Management Plan
- Integrated pest management is now covered under the  
EQ credit category

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

Credit: Joint Use of 
Facilities (Schools only)

New credit encourages shared use of community 
spaces

SSc1 LEED Certified Design 
and Construction

SSc8 Light Pollution 
Reduction

SSc2 Building Exterior and 
Hardscape Management Plan

SSc3 Integrated Pest 
Management, Erosion Control 
and Landscape Management 

Plan

SSc7.1 Heat Island Effect – 
Nonroof

SSc7.2 Heat Island Effect – 
Roof

SSc2 Building Exterior and 
Hardscape Management Plan

SSc3 Integrated Pest 
Management, Erosion Control 
and Landscape Management 

Plan

 



 

 

Prerequisite: Indoor Water 
Use Reduction

Prerequisite: Building-
Level Water Metering 

Credit: Outdoor Water Use 
Reduction 

Credit: Indoor Water Use 
Reduction

Credit: Cooling Tower 
Water Use

Credit: Water Metering

WEp1 Minimum Indoor 
Plumbing Fixture and Fitting 

Efficiency

- Changed baseline multiplier cutoff year from 1994 to 1995
- Multiplier for projects built and occupied before 1995 has 
changed from 160% to 150% of UPC/IPC
- Duration-based savings from autocontrol faucets with 
automatic fixture sensors or metering controls are no 
longer allowed in the design case
- Applying nonpotable water is no longer allowed as an 
ACP in the prerequisite

Prerequisite requires permanently installed whole building 
water meter and water usage data shared with USGBC 

- New credit.
- WaterSense Water Budget Tool is now listed as the 
referenced calculation tool

Added second option for metered water use

- Moved Option 1, Whole Building Metering, from LEED 
2009 to the prerequisite level
- Credit is now comparable to Option 2, Submetering, in 
LEED 2009

Modified the cooling tower credit structure to highlight 
appropriate cycling based on the concentrations of 
dissolved solids on the project site

WEc1 Water Performance 
Measurement

WEc4 Cooling Tower Water 
Management

WEc1 Water Performance 
Measurement

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

WEc3 Water Efficient 
Landscaping

WEc2 Additional Indoor 
Plumbing Fixture and Fitting 

Efficiency

 

 

  



 

Prerequisite: Energy 
Efficiency Best 

Management Practices

Prerequisite: Minimum 
Energy Performance

Prerequisite: Building-
Level Energy Metering 

Prerequisite: Fundamental 
Refrigerant Management

Credit: Existing Building 
Commissioning - Analysis

Credit: Optimize Energy 
Performance

Credit: Advanced Energy 
Metering

Credit: Demand Response

Credit: Renewable Energy 
and Carbon Offsets

Credit: Enhanced 
Refrigerant Management

Includes specific requirements for data centers

Increased minimum required ENERGY STAR rating from 69 
to 75 in Option 1

Requires energy meters capable of providing whole building 
energy use data and energy usage data shared with USGBC

For DES, building-owned systems are treated the same as 
third-party systems

Increased minimum ENERGY STAR score to 75

System-level metering and building automation systems 
were included in LEED 2009 as minimum program 
requirement 6 and as EA Credit Performance 
Measurement—Building Automation System. Both topics are 
combined into this credit.

- New credit
- Option 1 requires necessary infrastructure and/or 
participation in a demand response program
- Option 2 requires 10% of peak loads shifted to off-peak 
hours

Aligned performance thresholds with LEED BD+C rating 
systems

- Added sector-specific requirements for commercial 
refrigeration equipment
- Default leakage rate, rather than a measured rate, must be 
used in the calculations

No substantive changes

Credit: Existing Building 
Commissioning - 
Implementation

- Capital plan required for major retrofits and upgrades is 
now specified as a 5 year plan
- Formal tracking and verification plan is now required for the 
implemented energy conservation measures

Credit: Ongoing 
Commissioning No substantive changes

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

EAp1 Energy Efficiency Best 
Management Practices – planning, 

documentation, and opportunity 
assessment

EAp2 Minimum Energy Performance

EAp3 Fundamental Refrigerant 
Management

EAc2.1 Existing Building 
Commissioning – investigation and 

analysis

EAc1 Optimize Energy Efficiency 
Performance

EAc4 On-Site and Off-Site 
Renewable Energy

EAc5 Enhanced Refrigerant 
Management

EAc2.2 Existing Building 
Commissioning – implementation

EAc2.3 Existing Building 
Commissioning – ongoing  

commissioning

EAc6 Emissions Reduction 
Reporting

EAc3.1 Performance Measurement 
– building automation system 

EAc3.2 Performance Measurement 
– system-level metering

 



 

Prerequisite: Ongoing 
Purchasing and Waste 

Policy

Prerequisite: Facility 
Maintenance and 

Renovations Policy

Credit: Purchasing - 
Ongoing

Credit: Purchasing - 
Lamps

Credit: Purchasing – 
Facility Maintenance and 

Renovations

Credit: Solid Waste 
Management - Ongoing

Credit: Solid Waste 
Management - Facility 

Maintenance and 
Renovations

MRc4 Sustainable Purchasing – 
reduced mercury in lamps

MRc9 Solid Waste Management – 
facility alterations and additions 

- Combined MR Prerequisite Sustainable Purchasing Policy 
and MR Prerequisite Solid Waste Management Policy into 
one prerequisite
- Added requirements of MR Credit Waste Stream Audit to 
the prerequisite
- Added minimum recyclable storage requirements to align 
with prerequisite requirement in the BD+C rating systems

New prerequisite requires policies addressing purchasing, 
waste, and indoor air quality for ongoing maintenance and 
renovations

- Credit combines MR Credit Sustainable Purchasing—
Ongoing Consumables and the MR Credit Sustainable 
Purchasing—Durable Goods requirements for electric-
powered equipment 
- Revised purchasing criteria to align with BD+C MR credits
- Added requirements for food and beverages for Schools 
and Hospitality projects

- Reduced mercury limit from 90 picograms per lumen hour 
to 70
- Removed NEMA exemption for compact fluorescent 
lamps

- Aligned single attributes with the BD+C rating systems
- Furniture was moved from the former MR Credit 
Purchasing—Durable Goods to this credit
- Added a third option to give credit to projects that perform 
no facility maintenance and renovations
Previously, even if only a portion of a material met the credit  
requirements, the entire material would receive credit; now, 
only the percentage of the material meeting the 
requirements can contribute toward credit achievement

- Raised threshold for battery recycling from 80% to 100%
- Added a requirement for 100% recycling of mercury-
containing lamps

- Removed minimum number of trades defining the scope 
of credit
- Furniture is now included in the credit

IEQc1.5 Indoor Air Quality Best 
Management Practices – IAQ 

Management for Facility 
Alterations and Additions

MRc7 Solid Waste Management – 
ongoing consumables

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

MRc3 Sustainable Purchasing – 
facility alterations and additions 

MRc2.2 Sustainable Purchasing – 
furniture

MRc8 Solid Waste Management – 
durable goods

MRp1 Sustainable Purchasing 
Policy

MRp2 Solid Waste Management 
Policy

MRc6 Solid Waste Management – 
waste stream audit

MRc1 Sustainable Purchasing – 
ongoing consumables

MRc5 Sustainable Purchasing – 
food

MRc2.1 Sustainable Purchasing – 
electric-powered equipment

 

 



 

Prerequisite: Minimum 
Indoor Air Quality 

Performance

Prerequisite: Environmental 
Tobacco Smoke Control

Credit: Enhanced Indoor Air 
Quality Strategies

Credit: Thermal Comfort

Credit: Interior Lighting

Credit: Daylight and Quality 
Views

Credit: Green Cleaning – 
products and materials 

Credit: Integrated Pest 
Management 

- Updated ASHRAE Standard 62.1 to version 2010 from 2007
- Updated standards for prerequisite compliance.  See “Changes 
at-a-glance” Table for details.

- Credit combines portions of IEQ Credit 1.2 Indoor Air Quality Best 
Management Practices—Outdoor Air Delivery Monitoring, IEQ 
Credit 1.4 Indoor Air Quality Best Management Practices—Reduce 
Particulates in Air Distribution, and IEQ Credit 3.5 Green 
Cleaning—Indoor Chemical and Pollutant Source
- Additional options for naturally ventilated spaces
- Additional guidance for warehouses, distribution centers, data 
centers, and residential projects
- Added option for filtration media requirements, CEN Standard EN 
779–2002, Particulate Air Filters for General Ventilation, 
Determination of the Filtration Performance

- Designated interior smoking rooms are no longer permitted
- Expanded no-smoking policy and added requirement for the 
location of exterior posted signs
- Expanded acceptable procedure for demonstrating compliance 
with air leakage requirements in residential projects 

- Additional point and option for lighting quality
- Requirement for 3 controllable lighting levels: on, off, and midlevel

- Updated reference standard to ASHRAE 55-2010
- Added international standards for non-U.S. projects
- Humidity monitoring is required at the humidity zone level
- New compliance path for data centers

- No simulation and prescriptive options for daylighting compliance
- Glazing must provide a clear view to the outdoors
- Atriums now qualify for up to 30% of the total area for views
- View quality is now a component of the credit requirements

- Raised performance threshold for purchases from 30% to 75%
- Added a provision for nonchemical and ionized water cleaning
- Added Design for the Environment as an acceptable standard

- Contains SS Credit 3 exterior pest management requirements and 
IEQ Credit 3.7 interior pest management requirements
- Shortened 72-hour window for alerting building occupants that a 
non-least-risk pesticide application was going to occur to 24 hours
- Expanded required log to include pest population tracking

Prerequisite: Green Cleaning 
Policy

Added requirement to implement policy and option to contract third 
party certified cleaning contractors

Credit: Indoor Air Quality 
Management Program

- All preventive maintenance and periodic inspection procedures 
are included in one document, the O&M plan
- Only an audit was previously required; the credit now requires 
developing an IAQ management program as well

Credit: Green Cleaning - 
equipment

- Raised performance threshold for achievement from 20% to 40%.
- A phase-out plan can now be used in lieu of discarding equipment 
that has useful life remaining

Credit: Green Cleaning – 
custodial effectiveness 

assessment

- Credit directly links implementation of the Green Cleaning Policy 
to the audit process
- Tightened credit achievement threshold of the audit score from 3 
to 2.5

Credit: Occupant Comfort 
Survey

Corrective action for any area with a dissatisfaction rate higher than 
20% is now required

 BLUE = NO CHANGE.  YELLOW = MINOR CHANGE. RED = SUBSTANTIAL MODIFICATION OR NEW CREDIT.

LEED 2009 CREDITS: TECHNICAL IMPROVEMENTS 
AND ADDITIONS:LEED V4 CREDITS:

IEQp1 Minimum IAQ Performance

IEQp2 Environmental Tobacco 
Smoke (ETS) Control

IEQc2.3 Occupant Comfort – thermal 
comfort monitoring

IEQc2.2 Controllability of Systems - 
lighting

IEQc2.4 Daylight and Views

IEQc3.3 Green Cleaning – purchase 
of sustainable cleaning products and 

materials 

IEQc1.1 Indoor Air Quality Best 
Management Practices – IAQ 

Management Program

IEQc3.4 Green Cleaning – 
sustainable cleaning equipment

IEQc3.2 Green Cleaning – custodial 
effectiveness assessment

IEQc3.6 Green Cleaning – indoor 
integrated pest management 

IEQc2.1 Occupant Comfort – 
occupant survey

IEQc1.3 Indoor Air Quality Best 
Management Practices – increased 

ventilation

IEQp3 Green Cleaning Policy

IEQc3.1 Green Cleaning – high-
performance cleaning program

IEQc1.2 Indoor Air Quality Best 
Management Practices – outdoor air 

delivery monitoring

IEQc1.4 Indoor Air Quality Best 
Management Practices – reduce 

particulates in air distribution

IEQc3.5 Green Cleaning – indoor 
chemical and pollutant source control



 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
  



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.usgbc.org/node/1731198?return=/credits/existing-buildings/v2009/energy-%26-atmosphere
http://www.usgbc.org/node/1731198?return=/credits/existing-buildings/v2009/energy-%26-atmosphere


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.usgbc.org/glossary/term/5567


 

 
  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 
 Vegetated roofs and high-reflectance roofs now have equal 

weight for calculating compliance. 
 Increased initial SRI thresholds for roofing material. 
 Credit compliance for nonroof hardscape is now calculated 

using SR values instead of SRI values. 
 Credit takes into account the three-year aged SRI values for 

roofing material. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 Automatic controls are no longer required. 
 BUG rating method is now a compliance option. 
 Separated requirements for unique lighting. 
 Concept of lighting boundaries has been added to account for 



 

varied conditions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.usgbc.org/credits/new-construction/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/core-and-shell/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/schools---new-construction/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/retail---new-construction/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/healthcare/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/data-centers---new-construction/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/hospitality---new-construction/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/warehouse-and-distribution-centers---new-construction/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-v4-building-design-and-construction-checklist
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/commercial-interiors/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/retail---commercial-interiors/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/hospitality---commercial-interiors/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-v4-interior-design-and-construction-checklist
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/existing-buildings/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/data-centers---existing-buildings/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/warehouse-and-distribution-centers---existing-buildings/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/hospitality---existing-buildings/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/schools---existing-buildings/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/retail---existing-buildings/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-v4-building-operations-and-maintenance-checklist
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/neighborhood-development-plan/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/neighborhood-development/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-v4-neighborhood-development-checklist
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/homes/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/credits/mid-rise/v4-draft
http://www.usgbc.org/resources/leed-v4-homes-design-and-construction-checklist


 

 

http://www.usgbc.org/mailchimp/subscribe
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